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Public Works
About Public Works

The Public Works Department is responsible for maintenance 
and improvements to the City’s infrastructure, which includes 
130 miles of streets and 36 miles of storm sewers throughout 
the City. 

Public Works administers and polices all construction activi-
ties within the street right-of-ways. In addition, the City’s fleet 
vehicles and equipment are managed and maintained through 
Public Works. 

Public Works also assists the Community Development Depart-
ment in review of commercial and residential development proj-
ects and building permit applications as related to engineering 
matters.

2010
Budget

Highlights

•	 Enhancement of bus 
service throughout the 
City

•	 Expand emergency siren 
coverage within the City
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Public Works
Staffing and Financial Summary

2007                 
Authorized

2008                 
Authorized

2009                   
Authorized

2010                    
Authorized

Administration 1 1 1 1

Engineering 12 12 12 12

Operations 1 1 1 1

TOTAL 14 14 14 14

2008             
Actual

2009                    
Adjusted

2009                   
Estimated

2010                    
Adopted

Personnel Services $1,968,769 $2,018,924 $1,966,563 $1,988,388

Materials & Supplies $614,720 $766,680 $563,680 $651,550

Other Services & Charges $764,007 $833,043 $769,743 $826,080

Capital Outlay $614,386 $402,243 $206,610 $13,200

TOTAL $3,961,882 $4,020,890 $3,506,596 $3,479,218

Total 2010 Budget by Object

Capital Outlay
0.4%

Materials & 
Supplies

19%

Other Services & 
Charges

24%

Personnel 
Services

57%
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2010 Adopted Budget

Public Works
Total Budget by Program

2008             
Actual

2009                     
Adjusted

2009                   
Estimated

2010                    
Adopted

Administration $146,390 $156,478 $149,228 $149,045

Engineering $970,324 $1,011,816 $946,720 $933,690

Operations $2,845,168 $2,852,596 $2,410,648 $2,396,483

TOTAL $3,961,882 $4,020,890 $3,506,596 $3,479,218

Total Budget by Program

Engineering
27%

Operations
69%

Administration
4%
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Director of 
Public 
Works 

Engineering 
Manager 
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Manager 

Civil Engineer II 
(2.0) 

Civil Engineer Operations 
Supervisor 

Administrative 
Assistant 

Administrative 
Assistant 

Traffic Control 
Technician 

Lead Mechanic 

Engineering Tech 
(7.0) 

Mechanic Equipment 
Operator II (3.0) 

Equipment 
Operator I (2.0) 

Maintenance 
Worker II (5.0) 
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Administration
Overview
•	 Maintain and manage improvements to 130 miles of streets and 36 

miles of storm sewers throughout the City
•	 Assist the Community Development Department in review of com-

mercial and residential development projects and building permit 
applications

•	 Administer and police construction activities in street rights-of-way
•	 Manage and maintain the City’s fleet vehicles and equipment

2009 Achievements
•	 Applied for and received a second grant from the Urban Drainage 

and Flood Control District for the acquisition of property along Lena 
Gulch required for flood control

•	 Acquired property adjacent to the City Maintenance Facility required 
for consolidation of all City maintenance operations

•	 Developed a new courtesy bus bench program
•	 Received a grant to develop a schedule and identify funding for 

construction of a pedestrian and bicycle system
•	 Negotiated a new franchise agreement with Xcel Energy for electric 

and gas utility service
•	 Investigated franchising trash service in the City
•	 Negotiated an intergovernmental agreement with RTD for 

construction of the Gold Line

  2010 Objectives
•	 Construction of all infrastructure required to support the new 

Cabela’s Shopping Center
•	 Develop street designs for major transportation corridors
•	 Improve bus transit service

Administration

Engineering

Operations

Public Works Administration
01-301

DID YOU KNOW

Early sidewalk widths 
were established to 
allow baby carriages 
to pass each other 
from opposite 
directions?

City of Wheat Ridge
Fiscal Year 2010
Annual Budget
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01-301

2007                  
Authorized

2008                   
Authorized

2009                   
Authorized

2010                    
Authorized

Public Works Director 1 1 1 1

TOTAL 1 1 1 1

2008                
Actual

2009                     
Adjusted

2009                   
Estimated

2010                    
Adopted

Personnel Services $145,475 $152,228 $147,778 $147,795

Materials & Supplies $0 $100 $100 $100

Other Services & Charges $915 $4,150 $1,350 $1,150

Capital Outlay $0 $0 $0 $0

TOTAL $146,390 $156,478 $149,228 $149,045

Total 2010 Budget by Object

Personnel 
Services

99%

Other Services & 
Charges

1%
Materials & 

Supplies
0.1%
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Administration

Engineering

Operations

Public Works Engineering
01-302

Engineering
Overview
•	 Plan and administer the design and construction of street, drainage 

and traffic improvement projects and preventive street maintenance 
projects identified in the Capital Investment Program  

•	 Review proposed development construction documents such as: 
roadway design plans, grading and drainage plans, along with final 
drainage reports, for compliance with city specifications

•	 Process right-of-way construction permits and approve traffic 
control plans

•	 Respond to service requests as required
•	 Support the Community Development Department on proposed 

development matters related to engineering

2009 Achievements
•	 Completed the third phase of the Geographical Information System 

(GIS) Implementation Plan
•	 Published the final RTD Gold Line Environmental Impact Statement
•	 Constructed a monument sign and landscaping at the I-70/ Kipling 

Street Interchange
•	 Installed warning sirens along Lena Gulch and Clear Creek
•	 Removed two acquired houses along Lena Gulch

2010 Objectives
•	 Complete infrastructure required for the Cabela’s Shopping Center
•	 Install Phase II warning sirens along Clear Creek and I-70

DID YOU KNOW

Over 45,000 vehicles 
drive Wadsworth 
Boulevard on any 
weekday?

City of Wheat Ridge
Fiscal Year 2010
Annual Budget
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Public Works Engineering
01-302

Engineering

2007                  
Authorized

2008                   
Authorized

2009                   
Authorized

2010                    
Authorized

Engineering Manager 1 1 1 1

Administrative Assistant 1 1 1 1

Civil Engineer II 2 2 2 2

Civil Engineer 1 1 1 1

Engineering Technician 7 7 7 7

TOTAL 12 12 12 12

2008                
Actual

2009                     
Adjusted

2009                   
Estimated

2010                   
Adopted

Personnel Services $889,241 $896,143 $885,547 $887,810

Materials & Supplies $6,112 $12,080 $12,080 $3,850

Other Services & Charges $64,202 $102,793 $48,293 $39,330

Capital Outlay $10,769 $800 $800 $2,700

TOTAL $970,324 $1,011,816 $946,720 $933,690

Total 2010 Budget by Object

Capital Outlay
0.3%

Materials & 
Supplies

0.4%

Other Services & 
Charges

4%

Personnel 
Services

96%
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Administration

Engineering

Operations

Public Works Operations
01-303

Operations
Overview
•	 Provide routine and preventive maintenance services for streets, 

alleys, storm sewers and walkways within the public rights-of-way
•	 Manage the City’s automotive fleet and power equipment (more 

than 230 pieces)
•	 Provide snow removal and ice control on City streets

2009 Achievements
•	 Completed upgrade of traffic signal equipment
•	 Completed a Manual of Standard Operating Procedures
•	 Completed clean-up of City streets following the July 20 severe 

thunderstorm in record time without incident
•	 Removed more than 600 cubic yards of small branches and leaves 

and truck loads of larger trees and branches from the streets 
immediately after the storm

2010 Objectives
•	 Enhance traffic signal communications capabilities
•	 Upgrade selected traffic signals

DID YOU KNOW

Denver receives an 
average of sixty 
inches of snow each 
year, compared to 
Flagstaff, Arizona 
and Buffalo, New York 
with  averages of one 
hundred inches per 
year?

City of Wheat Ridge
Fiscal Year 2010
Annual Budget
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Public Works Operations
01-303

Operations

2007                  
Authorized

2008                   
Authorized

2009                   
Authorized

2010                    
Authorized

Operations Manager 1 1 1 1

Operations Supervisor 1 1 1 1

Administrative Assistant 1 1 0 0

Operations Support Technician 0 0 1 1

Equipment Operator II 3 3 3 3

Equipment Operator I 2 2 2 2

Maintenance Worker II 5 5 5 5

Traffic Control Technician 1 1 1 1

Lead Mechanic 1 1 1 1

Mechanic 1 1 1 1
TOTAL 16 16 16 16

2008                
Actual

2009                     
Adjusted

2009                   
Estimated

2010                    
Adopted

Personnel Services $934,053 $970,553 $933,238 $952,783

Materials & Supplies $608,608 $754,500 $551,500 $647,600

Other Services & Charges $698,890 $726,100 $720,100 $785,600

Capital Outlay $603,617 $401,443 $205,810 $10,500

TOTAL $2,845,168 $2,852,596 $2,410,648 $2,396,483Total 2010 Budget by Object

Capital Outlay
0.4%

Materials & 
Supplies

27%

Other Services & 
Charges

33%
Personnel 
Services

40%

Total 2010 Budget by Object

Capital Outlay
0.4%

Materials & 
Supplies

27%

Other Services & 
Charges

33%
Personnel 
Services

40%
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