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The Wheat Ridge Streetscape Design Manual establishes design standards 
for important corridors throughout the City. This manual is intended to 
promote high-quality streets that encourage pedestrian use  and enhance 
the public realm.

1.1 Historical Context
Wheat Ridge had its origins in the silver and gold rush days of Colorado in 
the late 1800’s.  Miners traveled back and forth between Golden, Blackhawk 
and Central City through what is now the City of Wheat Ridge to Denver.  
Eventually, farmers sett led Wheat Ridge and the routes between Denver 
and points west became established as the main thoroughfares we know 
today. Wheat Ridge became an incorporated City in 1969.

Wheat Ridge, like many satellite suburban communiti es, does not have an 
historical main street or town center.  Residenti al development radiated 
out from Denver and the commercial acti vity developed along the main 
thoroughfares.  Today these thoroughfares remain as Wheat Ridge’s main 
commercial corridors: W. 38th Avenue, W. 44th Avenue, Sheridan Boulevard, 
Wadsworth Boulevard, Kipling Street and Youngfi eld Street. 

The City’s suburban development patt ern has created a diverse and eclecti c 
character in the community.  On the east side of Wheat Ridge development 
followed the traditi onal Denver urban grid patt ern.  The development 
patt ern east of Wadsworth Boulevard is more dense and compact and 
the structures are older. As development moved west of Wadsworth, the 
patt ern became more suburban with curved streets, cul-de-sacs and lower 
density development.  Farther to the west, lower-density residenti al and 
agricultural uses remain.  

Historically, many of the City’s commercial corridors were pleasant, tree-
lined country lanes with smaller scale neighborhood-oriented retail shops.  
The proliferati on of automobile travel as the main mode of transportati on 
was at odds with creati ng pedestrian-friendly and pedestrian-oriented 
developments. The suburban development patt ern moved buildings from 
the street edge and placed large parking lots between the building and 
street.  Streets once characterized by small-scale buildings with inti mate 
setti  ngs became disorganized streetscapes dominated by parking lots, over-
scaled signs and under-uti lized or non-existent sidewalks. 

Wheat Ridge’s commercial corridors provide many benefi ts to the City and 
surrounding neighborhoods.  These corridors serve as gateways into the City 
and establish the image of the City.  They provide service, shopping, dining, 
cultural and entertainment opportuniti es for residents of the adjacent 
neighborhood, the city and the region.  Business acti vity along these 

CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION

Figure 1.1 - The Wheat Ridge fl oat in 
a 1914 parade along an early Denver 

streetscape

Figure 1.2 - The fi rst Wheat Ridge post 
offi  ce, now preserved in the Wheat Ridge 

Historical Park
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corridors provides a signifi cant tax base for the City.  Commercial corridors 
should help connect neighborhoods and add to a sense of community pride.

This manual is intended to improve the design and appearance of major 
corridors within the City. Quality streetscapes are a vital component to a 
thriving community. The standards in this manual support the City’s goals 
for transforming its commercial corridors into more pedestrian-friendly, 
lively streets lined with mixed-use development.

1.2 Purpose
The purpose of the Wheat Ridge Streetscape Design Manual is to:
• Promote high-quality streetscapes that contribute to the overall 

character and identi ty of the City
• Promote multi -modal streets that encourage pedestrian use, enhance 

the public realm, and complement compact, mixed- use development 
patt erns

• Encourage the use of draught-tolerant, low-water plants that promote 
water conservati on

• Establish standards and guidelines for the streetscape design of all 
collector and arterial streets within the City of Wheat Ridge, with a 
parti cular focus on priority corridors identi fi ed in Chapter 2

• Create design standards and guidelines that are consistent with:
1. The City of Wheat Ridge Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
2. The City of Wheat Ridge Comprehensive Plan, Envision Wheat 

Ridge
3. The zoning rules and regulati ons of the City of Wheat Ridge
4. The City of Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreati on Master Plan

Many of the design guidelines within this manual are based on the City’s 
former Streetscape and Architectural Design Manual, adopted in 2001. This 
updated Streetscape Design Manual was developed to provide consistency 
with the updated Comprehensive Plan, adopted in 2009, and the Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Master Plan, adopted in 2010. 

1.3 Applicability
The standards and guidelines in this manual apply to:
• Any new development along collector and arterial streets, identi fi ed 

in the Roadway Classifi cati on Map (Figure 1.14). This includes new 
development, redevelopment, and additi ons over 50 percent of the 
existi ng fl oor area.

• Improvements to existi ng collectors and arterials. 
• The new constructi on of collectors, arterials, or any local street serving 

mixed use or commercial development.
• Any City-funded street improvement project.

This manual only applies to arterial and collector streets, as well as local 
streets serving mixed use or commercial development. It does not include 
any standards for semi-urban street typologies, which feature roadside  

Figure 1.3 -  Existi ng commercial 
streetscape on Wheat Ridge’s W. 38th 

Avenue

Figure 1.4 - The Streetscape Design 
Manual is intended to promote multi -
modal streets that encourage use by 

pedestrians and bikers, as well as cars 
(W. 32nd Avenue in Wheat Ridge)
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ditches and oft en lack sidewalks. There are few existi ng semi-urban arterial 
or collector streets in the city, and the City intends to transiti on existi ng 
semi-urban cross- secti ons into urban cross-secti ons, which include curb, 
gutt er and sidewalk.

Where  there is inadequate street right-of-way to construct the   
improvements required in this manual, the City shall have the right to obtain 
additi onal right-of-way or easements on private property to accommodate 
the improvements.

1.4 Procedures
All new development or redevelopment meeti ng the criteria above in 
Secti on 1.3 Applicability shall submit a complete streetscape plan to the 
City for review.  The streetscape plan shall be included with the applicati on 
for either (1) Site Plan Review or (2) Building Permit Review, whichever 
occurs fi rst. The streetscape plan shall include all necessary informati on to 
show compliance with the standards and guidelines within this document, 
including but not limited to:
• Landscape plan showing all planti ngs in the streetscape area, with 

dimensions and spacing labeled.
• Locati on plan showing all street furnishings, with dimensions and 

spacing labeled.
• Lighti ng plan showing all existi ng and proposed lights, with dimensions 

and spacing labeled.
• Uti lity plan, showing the locati on of all existi ng and proposed uti liti es 

in the streetscape.
• Details and secti on drawings for any proposed tree vaults.
• Cut sheets for all proposed lighti ng fi xtures and street furnishings.

As part of the Site Plan or Building Permit review, City staff  will review all 
streetscape drawings for compliance with this document. The drawings 
will also be referred to uti lity companies for review and approval.

Approval of the streetscape plan will be required prior to the fi nal approval 
of the Site Plan or Building Permit applicati on.

The following items will also be required for submitt al to the Public Works 
Department prior to the constructi on of any streetscape improvements:
• For private improvements, a signed Development Covenant and 

maintenance agreement guaranteeing constructi on and perpetual 
maintenance, in a format approved by the Public Works Director.

• For public improvements, a signed public improvement agreement or 
subdivision improvement agreement including a cash bond or lett er 
of credit, in an amount approved by the Public Works Director and 
deemed by him/her to be suffi  cient to guarantee such constructi on. 
The subdivision improvement agreement and lett er of credit shall be 
administered in the same manner as provided by the Code of Laws 
Secti on 26-110 and cross references therein.

Figure 1.5 - Example of a hardscaped 
amenity zone, or the buff er between 

the sidewalk and  roadway (Old South 
Gaylord Street in Denver)

Figure 1.6 - Example of a landscaped 
amenity zone, or the buff er between the 
sidewalk and  roadway, also called a tree 

lawn (W. 38th Ave in Wheat Ridge)
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Payment in Lieu of Constructi on of Improvements: in the event that 
the subject property is located such that the required streetscape 
improvements will not connect to a similar improvement on the same 
block, the applicant may request that the City accept payment of funds in 
lieu of constructi ons for all or porti ons of the streetscape improvements 
which would otherwise be required by this manual, which is authorized 
by Secti on 26-224 of the Code of Laws. Such request shall be submitt ed 
to the Public Works Director in writi ng. In the event that the Public 
Works Director approves such a request, in whole or part, the applicant 
shall deposit with the City certi fi ed funds in the amount agreed by the 
Public Works Director as suffi  cient to construct the improvement. Upon 
such deposit, the City shall assume responsibility for constructi on and 
maintenance of such improvements. The funds deposited in escrow shall 
be held by the City exclusively for constructi on and maintenance of the 
streetscape improvements, and shall be administered in the manner 
provided by Secti on 26-110 of the Code of Laws and the cross references 
contained therein.

The City may require right-of-way dedicati on and/or easements from 
within the development or re-development to accommodate future 
improvements.
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Figure 1.8 - Common components of the street. 

Figure 1.7 - In most cases, required 
streetscape improvements from this 

manual can be designed to align with 
abutti  ng properti es that do not have 

similar improvements, as shown in the 
image above.
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1.5 Defi nitions
There are several terms used regularly in this document, which are defi ned 
below on the following pages.

Amenity Zone: the porti on of the streetscape between the curb and the 
sidewalk, and also referred to as a “buff er.” The amenity zone may be 
hardscaped or landscaped and provides a buff er between the sidewalk and 
parking or driving lanes on the street. Landscaped amenity zones may also 
be called “tree lawns.” The amenity zone is the locati on for street lights, 
street trees, street ameniti es and furniture, bike racks, and uti liti es.

Arterial Street: a roadway that serves high traffi  c volumes and provides 
access to regional desti nati ons, economic centers, and freeway 
interchanges. Arterials typically have limited access points and are 
bordered by commercial land uses. Principal arterials serve high traffi  c 
volumes and provide access to regional desti nati ons, economic centers, 
and highway interchanges. Examples of principal arterials in Wheat Ridge 
include Wadsworth Boulevard and Kipling Street. Minor arterials serve less 
traffi  c volume than principal arterials but sti ll connect regional desti nati ons. 
Examples of minor arterials in Wheat Ridge include Youngfi eld Street and 
W. 44th Avenue.

Building Facade: the face, or outside wall, of a building.

Collector Street: a roadway that serves moderate traffi  c volumes and 
primarily provides connecti ons between neighborhoods and the arterial 
roadway system. Collectors may be bordered by commercial and/or 
residenti al land uses.

Entry Walk: a paved walkway which extends from the sidewalk or building 
face to the street, providing a pedestrian route to on-street parking areas 
through a landscaped amenity zone.

Hardscape: exterior surface areas covered with concrete, pavers, brick, 
stone, or a similar surface and not intended for vehicular use.

Local Street: a roadway that serves low traffi  c volumes and is primarily used 
to gain access to the property bordering it.

Private Amenity Zone: the porti on of the streetscape between the sidewalk 
and the building face. This is an opti onal porti on of the streetscape that is 
common in retail areas. The private amenity zone contains elements such 
as outdoor seati ng, planters, and cafe tables.

Right-of-Way: the land area owned by the City that forms the public street. 
The right-of-way typically contains road improvements, uti liti es, sidewalks, 
amenity zones, landscaping, lighti ng and street furniture.

Roadway: the porti on of the street where vehicles, including cars and 
bicycles, travel.

Figure 1.10 - Example of an entry walk

Figure 1.9 - West 44th Avenue in Wheat 
Ridge is an example of a minor arterial 

street with four lanes

Figure 1.11 - Example of a “semi-urban” 
street, with no curb, gutt er or sidewalk 

(W. 29th Ave in Wheat Ridge)
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Semi-Urban Street: a street that does not have curb and gutt er, but instead 
has a road-side ditch next to the roadway.  This manual does not include 
standards or guidelines for semi-urban streets. For typical cross-secti ons 
of semi-urban street, see the Wheat Ridge Bicycle and Pedestrian Master 
Plan.

Sidewalk: a paved walkway between the amenity zone and the building 
face, or between the amenity zone and a private amenity zone.

Step-out Strips: also called landing walks, step-out strips are paved strips 
adjacent to the curb where landscaped amenity zones, or tree lawns, border 
on-street parallel parking. Step-out strips provide a way for people to enter 
and exit their car without damaging the landscaped area and are typically 
used in conjuncti on with entry walks.

Streetscape: the general area between the curb and building face where 
pedestrian acti vity is concentrated. The streetscape area includes the 
sidewalk, amenity zone (landscaped or hardscaped), and the opti onal 
private amenity zone.

Urban Street: a street that contains curb and gutt er, rather than the semi-
urban road-side ditch. All of the standards and guidelines in this manual 
apply to urban streets.

Xeriscape: landscaping that uti lizes low-water plants to promote water 
conservati on.

1.6 Street Types
Arterial Streets
Arterial streets serve high traffi  c volumes, provide access to regional 
desti nati ons, have limited access points, and are typically lined with 
commercial land uses. Principal arterials have the highest traffi  c volumes, 
while minor arterials serve lower volumes. The arterial streets in Wheat 
Ridge, as illustrated in the Roadway Classifi cati on Map (Figure 1.14), are:
• Wadsworth Boulevard
• Kipling Street
• Ward Road
• Sheridan Boulevard
• Youngfi eld Street (minor arterial)
• W. 38th Avenue (minor arterial west of Kipling Street)
• W. 44th Avenue (minor arterial)
• W. 32nd Avenue (minor arterial)
• W. 26th Avenue (minor arterial)

Arterial streets may have as many as fi ve to six traffi  c lanes, including a 
center turn lane and/or center median.

Figure 1.12 - Example of an “urban” 
street, with curb, gutt er, and sidewalk 

(Harlan Street in Wheat Ridge)

Figure 1.13 - Example of a step-out strip
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Figure 1.14
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Figure 1.16 - Harlan Street is an example 
of a three-lane collector street in Wheat 

Ridge

Figure 1.15 - Wadsworth Boulevard is an 
example of a fi ve-lane principal arterial 

street in Wheat Ridge

Collector Streets
Collector streets serve moderate traffi  c volumes and primarily provide 
connecti ons between neighborhoods and the arterial roadway system. The 
collector streets in Wheat Ridge, as illustrated in the Roadway Classifi cati on 
Map (Figure 1.14), are:
• Tabor Street (north of W. 44th Ave)
• Ridge Road
• Miller Street (north of W. 48th Ave)
• Independence Street (north of W. 48th Ave)
• Garrison Street (north of W. 48th Ave)
• Pierce Street (south of W. 44th Ave)
• Harlan Street (north of W. 32nd Ave)
• Marshall Street (between I-76 and Lamar Street)
• Cabela Drive
• W. 50th Avenue (between Ward Road and Independence)
• W. 49th Avenue (between Kipling and Garrison)
• W. 48th Avenue (between Lamar and Harlan)
• W. 29th Avenue (between Wadsworth and Sheridan)

Collector streets typically have two to three traffi  c lanes, including a center 
turn lane and/or center median.

Local Streets
Local streets serve low traffi  c volumes and typically have two lanes. Existi ng 
local streets in the City provide access to residenti al land uses and are not 
subject to the standards or guidelines in this manual. However,  where new 
local streets are constructed to serve mixed use or commercial development, 
the requirements in this manual shall apply.
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CHAPTER 2 - PRIORITY CORRIDORS

The purpose of this chapter is to establish design goals, standards, and 
guidelines for key corridors in Wheat Ridge.  Chapter 3 outlines design 
standards and guidelines that apply generally to all streets. This chapter 
supplements Chapter 3 by creati ng additi onal goals for the most important 
streets in the City. These streets, identi fi ed in the Priority Corridor Map 
(Figure 2.1), represent those corridors where mixed use and commercial 
development is most likely to occur based on the City’s adopted plans. 

Priority corridors deserve well-designed streetscape improvements that 
exceed the minimum standards established in Chapter 3. Applicants should 
fi rst refer to this chapter in order to understand the vision and requirements 
for specifi c corridors, and then to the general standards and guidelines in 
Chapter 3. The priority corridors are consistent with the corridors identi fi ed 
in the Comprehensive Plan, Envision Wheat Ridge, and include the following 
streets:
• W. 38th Avenue between Sheridan and Wadsworth
• Wadsworth Boulevard between W. 32nd Ave and I-70, with a mixed use 

town center between W. 38th Ave and W. 44th Ave
• Kipling Street between W. 35th Ave and W. 51st Place
• W. 44th Avenue between Harlan and Wadsworth and between Everett  

and I-70
• Youngfi eld Street between W. 32nd Ave and Highway 58
• Streets with the future Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) at Ward 

Road Stati on

Please note that Harlan Street, north of 38th Avenue, is also a priority 
commercial corridor for Wheat Ridge. However, this street already contains 
cohesive streetscape improvements, installed by the City in 2001, and thus 
it is not included in this chapter.

For each priority corridor, design goals outline the vision for the character 
and quality of the streetscape design. The goals are followed by design 
standards and guidelines that help to ensure the vision is met. Design 
Standards are objecti ve criteria that require compliance. Standards oft en 
uti lize the term “shall” and must be followed unless there is a unique 
conditi on or hardship that prevents their applicati on. Design standards are 
underlined. Design Guidelines are criteria that are strongly recommended,  
and should be followed wherever feasible. Guidelines oft en use the terms 
“should” or “encouraged.” 

For any priority corridor, where bus stop benches are required, bus shelters 
may be permitt ed as an alternati ve, given appropriate ridership levels and 
approval by the Department of Public Works.

Priority Corridors:
• West 38th Avenue between 

Sheridan and Wadsworth
• Wadsworth Boulevard 

between W. 32nd Ave and 
I-70

• Kipling Street between W. 
35th Ave and W. 51st Place

• West 44th Avenue between 
Harlan and Wadsworth

• Youngfi eld Street between W. 
32nd Ave and Highway 58

• Streets within the future TOD 
area

Figure 2.2 - Existi ng streetscape 
improvements on W. 38th Ave between 

Sheridan and Harlan
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2.1 West 38th Avenue 
W. 38th Avenue between Sheridan and Wadsworth is envisioned as a 
vibrant, pedestrian-friendly street lined with a mix of uses. Its history, 
central locati on, and unique mix of businesses make it a special desti nati on. 
Envision Wheat Ridge designates the street as a main street corridor, calling 
for neighborhood-oriented retail and mixed-use development along the 
street. The Bicycle-Pedestrian Master Plan recommends a full sidewalk 
and amenity zone for the corridor as well as a shared on-street bicycle 
facility. The City will begin a Corridor Plan for W. 38th Avenue in 2011. 
Recommendati ons within the completed plan for roadway and streetscape 
improvements will guide future amendments to the requirements for W. 
38th Avenue in this manual.

The City completed  signifi cant  streetscape improvements to W. 38th 
Avenue, between Sheridan and Harlan, in 2002. However, there are large 
porti ons of the street west of Harlan that lack adequate sidewalks or amenity 
zones. The following goals, standards, and guidelines shall apply to any new 
streetscape improvements on W. 38th Avenue between Wadsworth and 
Harlan (the area labeled 1.a on Figure 2.1).

Design Goals
• Establish a high-quality streetscape that complements the vision for 

W. 38th Avenue to become a primary desti nati on within the City.
• Create a vibrant streetscape environment that prioriti zes the 

pedestrian and forms a cohesive image for the corridor.
• Establish high-quality sidewalks with enhanced paving patt erns and 

materials.
• Provide a public amenity zone with enhanced streetscape ameniti es 

including street trees, planti ngs, and benches that are compati ble with 
the character of the existi ng streetscape ameniti es on W. 38th Avenue 
between Harlan and Sheridan.

Design Standards and Guidelines
A.  Sidewalk width: the streetscape on W. 38th Avenue shall 

include a sidewalk at least 8 feet wide. 
B.  Public amenity zone width: the streetscape on W. 38th 

Avenue shall include a public amenity zone at least 6 feet 
wide between the sidewalk and roadway. 

C.  Public amenity zone design: the public amenity zone 
shall be landscaped, except where adjacent to on-street 
parking, where hardscape amenity zones are encouraged. 
Landscaping may include ornamental grasses and/or 
groundcover and should incorporate low-water use plants. 
Any hardscaped amenity zone shall be disti nguished from 
the sidewalk through the use of textures, integral color, 
or scoring patt erns. Pavers or fl agstone should be used 
in combinati on with the concrete to provide interesti ng 
patt erns and to enhance the amenity zone’s design.

D.  Private amenity zones: where sidewalks are adjacent to 

Figure 2.3 - Example of the sidewalk on 
W. 38th Ave west of Harlan, where there 

are no streetscape enhancements

Figure 2.4 - This streetscape in Old Town 
Arvada represents the type of high-

quality, pedestrian-friendly atmosphere 
that is envisioned for W. 38th Ave

Figure 2.5 - The standard metal bench 
and trash can to be uti lized on W. 38th 

Avenue, including at bus stops



Wheat Ridge Streetscape Design Manual 11

buildings with restaurant or retail uses, private amenity 
zones with additi onal pedestrian ameniti es and outdoor 
seati ng areas are encouraged. Where sidewalks abut parking 
lots, landscaped private amenity zones are encouraged to 
help buff er the pedestrian realm from the parking area.

E.  Street trees: street trees shall be planted in the public 
amenity zone at a minimum spacing of 35 feet on center. 
Variati ons in spacing may be allowed due to existi ng 
obstructi ons, special conditi ons, and the expected mature 
size of the tree.

F.  Benches: metal benches, consistent with the design of 
the existi ng metal benches within the W. 38th Avenue 
streetscape (Figure 2.5), shall be provided at a minimum 
spacing of one bench per every 150 feet, per each side of 
the street. Where bus stops contain an existi ng vendor/
adverti sing bench, that bench shall be replaced with the 
standard metal bench (Figure 2.5). Except at bus stops, 
benches may be placed in the private amenity zone, subject 
to approval by the Community Development and Public 
Works Departments. Additi onal seati ng areas within the 
streetscape, especially near corners and areas with high 
pedestrian traffi  c, are encouraged.

G. Trash receptacles: next to each bench, including those at 
bus stops, a metal trash receptacle that is consistent with 
the design of the existi ng trash containers on W. 38th 
Avenue (Figure 2.5) shall be provided.

H.  Planters and pots: planters and pots with fl owers should 
be incorporated into the private or public amenity zone, 
especially near benches and within hardscaped public 
amenity zones.

I.   Gateway markers and banners: banners and gateway 
markers that identi fy and brand the W. 38th Avenue corridor 
are encouraged. Pedestrian lights should include brackets 
that may be used to hang banners.

J.  Pedestrian lighti ng: the existi ng acorn-style pedestrian lights 
on W. 38th Ave west of Harlan Street (Figure 2.7) shall be 
relocated or replaced so that they are regularly spaced at 65 
feet on center within the public amenity zone. Variati ons in 
spacing may be allowed due to existi ng obstructi ons, uti lity 
boxes, or other constraints. Existi ng light fi xtures should be 
replaced with an acorn fi xture with shielding to prevent light 
polluti on, subject to approval by Xcel and the Department 
of Public Works.

2.2 Wadsworth Boulevard
Wadsworth Boulevard is a primary commercial arterial that forms an 
important north-south connecti on within the City. The street carries 
high traffi  c volumes and is a  state highway controlled by the  Colorado  

Figure 2.7 - Example of existi ng acorn 
pedestrian lights on W. 38th Avenue, 

between Harlan and Wadsworth

Public 
Amenity 

Zone
Sidewalk

Figure 2.6 - Typical secti on for 
streetscape improvements on W. 38th 

Avenue between Harlan and Wadsworth
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Department of Transportati on (CDOT). Today, the street lacks sidewalks 
in many locati ons and nearly the enti re corridor lacks an amenity zone. 
Envision Wheat Ridge and the Wadsworth Corridor Subarea Plan (2007) 
create a vision for Wadsworth to be redeveloped into a mixed-use, multi -
modal corridor with pedestrian and streetscape improvements. The porti on 
of the corridor between W. 38th Ave and W. 44th Ave is intended to become 
a mixed use town center for Wheat Ridge.

The Wadsworth Corridor Subarea Plan proposes three alternate cross 
secti ons for Wadsworth between W. 26th Avenue and W. 48th Avenue that 
recognize CDOT’s long-term plans to widen the street, potenti ally up to a 
total right-of-way width of 150 feet.  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Master 
Plan identi fi es Wadsworth for pedestrian and bicycle improvements, 
off - and on-street bike faciliti es. The future design of Wadsworth has not 
been fi nalized. However, future streetscape improvements between on 
Wadsworth between W. 32nd Avenue and shall meet the following goals, 
standards, and guidelines.

Design Goals
• Create a streetscape with an att racti ve sidewalk and high-quality 

public amenity zone to buff er pedestrians from vehicular traffi  c.
• Incorporate street trees, planti ngs, pedestrian lights, seati ng, gateway 

markers, and other ameniti es into the public amenity zone that 
can help identi fy the corridor as well as disti nguish the pedestrian 
environment from the roadway.

• Provide pedestrian connecti ons to adjacent and intersecti ng local 
streets that serve the future mixed use town center.

Design Standards and Guidelines
A.  Sidewalk width: the streetscape on Wadsworth shall 

include a sidewalk at least 10 feet wide.
B.  Public amenity zone width: the streetscape on Wadsworth 

shall include a public amenity zone at least 6 feet wide 
between the sidewalk and roadway.

C.  Public amenity zone design: the public amenity zone shall 
be landscaped. Landscaping may include ornamental grasses 
and/or groundcover and should incorporate low-water use 
plants.

D.  Private amenity zones: where sidewalks are adjacent to 
buildings with restaurant or retail uses, private amenity 
zones with additi onal pedestrian ameniti es and outdoor 
seati ng areas are encouraged. Where sidewalks abut parking 
lots, landscaped private amenity zones are encouraged to 
help buff er the pedestrian realm from the parking area.

E.  Street trees: street trees shall be planted at a minimum 
of 35 feet on center. Due to the planned widening of the 
Wadsworth right-of-way, street trees should be planted 
in the expected locati on of the future public amenity 
zone, based on a future right-of-way width of 150 feet. 

Figure 2.7 - Example of the existi ng 
streetscape environment on Wadsworth

Figure 2.8 - This street in Toronto 
demonstrates the wide sidewalk and 

quality public amenity zone that is 
envisioned for Wadsworth, especially in 

the Town Center Area
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This locati on shall be approved by Department of Public 
Works. Variati ons in spacing may be allowed due to existi ng 
obstructi ons, special conditi ons, and the expected mature 
size of the tree.

F.  Benches:  At least one bench shall be provided at each bus 
stop on Wadsworth. Where bus stops contain an existi ng 
vendor/adverti sing bench, that bench shall be replaced with 
the standard metal bench (Figure 2.5). Within the mixed use 
town center area, between W. 38th Ave and W. 44th Ave, 
additi onal benches shall be provided at a minimum spacing 
of one bench per every 300 feet, per each side of the street. 
Except at bus stops, benches may be located in the private 
amenity zone, subject to the approval of the Community 
Development and Public Works Departments.

G. Trash receptacles: next to each bench, including those at 
bus stops, a metal trash receptacle shall be provided.

H. Gateway markers and banners: banners and gateway 
markers that identi fy and brand the mixed use town center 
area between W. 38th Ave and W. 44th Ave are encouraged. 
New pedestrian lights should include brackets that may be 
used to hang banners.

I.  Pedestrian lighti ng: pedestrian lights shall be provided at a 
spacing of 80 feet on center. Due to the planned widening 
of the Wadsworth right-of-way, pedestrian lights should be 
placed in the expected locati on of the future public amenity 
zone, based on a future right-of-way width of 150 feet. 
This locati on shall be approved by Department of Public 
Works. Variati ons in spacing may be allowed due to existi ng 
obstructi ons, uti lity boxes, or other constraints
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Figure 2.9 (below) - The image on the 
left  shows a typical cross secti on for 
how streetscape improvements may 

be made to the existi ng ROW width on 
Wadsworth so that the street trees and 

pedestrian lights are in the locati on 
of the future amenity zone. The 

image on the right depicts the desired 
streetscape secti on aft er the planned 

widening of the corridor.
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* The sidewalk and public amenity zone should be a minimum of 10 feet and 6 feet respecti vely where possible. However, 
anti cipati ng the future widening of Wadsworth, Public Works and Community Development may approve narrower widths 
so that the street trees and future amenity zone are located in the correct locati on based on the planned future width of the 
street.
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2.3 Kipling Street
Kipling is a primary commercial arterial located in the center of Wheat 
Ridge. It carries high traffi  c volumes and is a state highway controlled by the 
Colorado Department of Transportati on (CDOT). Today, signifi cant porti ons 
of the corridor do not have a sidewalk and there is no amenity zone along 
the street. Envision Wheat Ridge identi fi es this corridor as a priority area 
for commercial and mixed-use redevelopment. Recommendati ons include 
adding pedestrian improvements and a  multi -use trail along the east side of 
the street. The Bicycle-Pedestrian Master Plan also recommends potenti al 
on-street bike faciliti es as part of future improvements to the corridor.
Future streetscape improvements along Kipling between W. 35th Ave and 
W. 51st Place must comply with the below goals, standards, and guidelines.

Design Goals
• Create a streetscape with an att racti ve sidewalk and high-quality 

public amenity zone to buff er pedestrians from vehicular traffi  c.
• Incorporate street trees a pedestrian lighti ng within the public 

amenity zone to enhance the image of the street and to help separate 
the sidewalk from the roadway.

• Provide pedestrian connecti ons to adjacent and intersecti ng local 
streets that serve future development.

Design Standards and Guidelines
A.  Sidewalk width: the sidewalk on the west side of Kipling 

shall be at least 6 feet in width. The sidewalk on the east 
side of Kipling shall be at least 10 feet in width.

B.  Public amenity zone width: the streetscape on Kipling shall 
include a public amenity zone at least 6 feet wide between 
the sidewalk and roadway.

C.  Public amenity zone design: the public amenity zone shall 
be landscaped. Landscaping may include ornamental grasses 
and/or groundcover and should incorporate low-water use 
plants.

D.  Private amenity zones: where sidewalks are adjacent to 
buildings with restaurant or retail uses, private amenity 
zones with additi onal pedestrian ameniti es and outdoor 
seati ng areas are encouraged. Where sidewalks abut parking 
lots, landscaped private amenity zones are encouraged to 
help buff er the pedestrian realm from the parking area.

E.  Street trees: street trees shall be planted in the public 
amenity zone at a minimum spacing of 35 feet on center. 
Variati ons in spacing may be allowed due to existi ng 
obstructi ons, special conditi ons, and the expected mature 
size of the tree.

F.  Benches:  At least one bench shall be provided at each bus 
stop on Kipling. Where bus stops contain an existi ng vendor/
adverti sing bench, that bench shall be replaced with the 
standard metal bench (Figure 2.10). 

Figure 2.11 - Existi ng acorn-style 
pedestrian lights on Kipling 

Figure 2.10 - Existi ng bench and trash 
receptacle at a bus stop on Kipling. This is 
the standard metal bench and trash can 

that should be used at all bus stops
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G. Trash receptacles: next to each bench, a metal trash 
receptacle shall be provided.

H.  Pedestrian lighti ng: pedestrian lights shall be provided at 
a spacing of 80 feet on center within the public amenity 
zone. Variati ons in spacing may be allowed due to existi ng 
obstructi ons, uti lity boxes, or other constraints. The existi ng 
acorn-style pedestrian lights on Kipling north of W. 44th 
Ave should be relocated or replaced within the landscaped 
public amenity zone. Existi ng light fi xtures should be 
replaced with an acorn fi xture with shielding to prevent light 
polluti on, subject to approval by Xcel and the Department 
of Public Works.

2.4 West 44th Avenue
W. 44th Avenue is an important east-west route through Wheat Ridge. It is 
a minor arterial lined with commercial and residenti al uses. Envision Wheat 
Ridge identi fi es most of this corridor (between Harlan Street and Ammons 
Street and between Everett  Street and I-70 on the west end of town) as a 
neighborhood commercial corridor that is appropriate for commercial and 
mixed-use redevelopment. The Bicycle-Pedestrian Master Plan calls for a 
bike lane along the street between Harlan and Kipling.

The existi ng streetscape on W. 44th Avenue varies. In many locati ons the 
street has a 4 foot wide sidewalk with a narrow hardscape amenity zone  
(typically 3 to 4 feet wide) with no street trees or street furniture. Future 
improvements to the corridor between Harlan Street and Ammons Street 
and between Everett  Street and I-70 must comply with the following goals, 
standards, and guidelines.

Figure 2.13 - Example of existi ng 
streetscape environment on W. 44th 

Avenue

Public 
Amenity 

Zone

Sidewalk/
Multi-Use 

Trail

Public 
Amenity 

Zone

Sidewalk

Figure 2.12 - The image on the left  shows the typical streetscape secti on for Kipling on the east side of the street. 
The image on the right shows the typical secti on on the west side of the street.
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Design Goals
• Create a streetscape with an att racti ve sidewalk and high-quality 

public amenity zone to buff er pedestrians from vehicular traffi  c.
• Incorporate street trees and pedestrian lighti ng within the public 

amenity zone to enhance the image of the street and to help separate 
the sidewalk from the roadway.

Design Standards and Guidelines
A.  Sidewalk width: the streetscape on W. 44th Avenue shall 

include a sidewalk at least 6 feet in width.
B.  Public amenity zone width: the streetscape on W. 44th 

Avenue shall include a public amenity zone at least 6 feet 
wide.

C.  Public amenity zone design: the public amenity zone shall 
be landscaped. Landscaping may include ornamental grasses 
and/or groundcover and should incorporate low-water use 
plants.

D.  Private amenity zones: where sidewalks are adjacent to 
buildings with restaurant or retail uses, private amenity 
zones with additi onal pedestrian ameniti es and outdoor 
seati ng areas are encouraged. Where sidewalks abut parking 
lots, landscaped private amenity zones are encouraged to 
help buff er the pedestrian realm from the parking area.

E.  Street trees: street trees shall be planted in the public 
amenity zone at a minimum spacing of 35 feet on center. 
Variati ons in spacing may be allowed due to existi ng 
obstructi ons, special conditi ons, and the expected mature 
size of the tree.

F.  Benches:  At least one bench shall be provided at each bus 
stop on W. 44th Ave. Where bus stops contain an existi ng 
vendor/adverti sing bench, that bench shall be replaced with 
the standard metal bench (Figure 2.10). 

G. Trash receptacles: next to each bench, a metal trash 
receptacle shall be provided.

H.  Pedestrian lighti ng: pedestrian lights shall be provided at 
a spacing of 80 feet on center within the public amenity 
zone. Variati ons in spacing may be allowed due to existi ng 
obstructi ons, uti lity boxes, or other constraints.

2.5 Youngfi eld Street
Youngfi eld is a primary commercial arterial that runs along the western edge 
of Wheat Ridge. The street is bordered by an I-70 immediately to the west 
and provides access to a large commercial development on the east. Today, 
most of the street has a 4 foot wide sidewalk along the east side only with 
no amenity zone, street trees, or street furniture.  Envision Wheat Ridge
highlights Youngfi eld as a primary commercial corridor and recommends 
adding on-street bicycle faciliti es. The Bicycle-Pedestrian Master Plan also 
recommends an on-street bike facility and multi -use trail along the east side 

Figure 2.15 - Example of existi ng sidewalk 
with no amenity zone on the east side of 

Youngfi eld

Public 
Amenity 

Zone

Sidewalk

Figure 2.14 - Typical streetscape secti on 
for W. 44th Avenue
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of the street to connect with the Clear Creek Trail. Future improvements to 
the Youngfi eld streetscape, on the east side of the street only, must match 
the goals, standards, and guidelines outlined below. For the porti on of 
Youngfi eld north of W. 42nd Ave, which will be realigned under CDOT’s I-70 
State Highway 58 Interchange project, the following requirements shall not 
apply unti l the realignment is complete.

Design Goals
• Create a streetscape with an att racti ve sidewalk and high-quality 

public amenity zone to buff er pedestrians from vehicular traffi  c.
• Incorporate street trees and pedestrian lighti ng within the public 

amenity zone to enhance the image of the street and to help separate 
the sidewalk from the roadway.

Design Standards and Guidelines
A.  Sidewalk width: the streetscape on Youngfi eld shall include 

a sidewalk at least 10 feet in width.
B.  Public amenity zone width: the streetscape on Youngfi eld 

shall include a public amenity zone at least 6 feet wide.
C.  Public amenity zone design: the public amenity zone shall 

be landscaped. Landscaping may include ornamental grasses 
and/or groundcover and should incorporate low-water use 
plants.

D.  Private amenity zones: where sidewalks are adjacent to 
buildings with restaurant or retail uses, private amenity 
zones with additi onal pedestrian ameniti es and outdoor 
seati ng areas are encouraged. Where sidewalks abut parking 
lots, landscaped private amenity zones are encouraged to 
help buff er the pedestrian realm from the parking area.

E.  Street trees: street trees shall be planted in the public 
amenity zone at a minimum spacing of 35 feet on center. 
Variati ons in spacing may be allowed due to existi ng 
obstructi ons, special conditi ons, and the expected mature 
size of the tree.

F.  Benches:  At least one bench shall be provided at each 
bus stop on Youngfi eld Street. Where bus stops contain 
an existi ng vendor/adverti sing bench, that bench shall be 
replaced with the standard metal bench (Figure 2.11).

G. Trash receptacles: next to each bench, a metal trash 
receptacle shall be provided.

H.  Pedestrian lighti ng: pedestrian lights shall be provided at 
a spacing of 80 feet on center within the public amenity 
zone. Variati ons in spacing may be allowed due to existi ng 
obstructi ons, uti lity boxes, or other constraints.

2.6 Transit-Oriented Development Area
This priority area encompasses a 1/4 mile radius around the future Ward 
Road commuter rail stati on at the end of the Regional Transportati on 

Figure 2.16 - Typical streetscape secti on 
for Youngfi eld Street

Public 
Amenity 

Zone

Sidewalk/
Multi-Use 

Trail
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Districts (RTD’s) Gold Line rail corridor. The stati on’s proposed locati on near 
Ward Road and W. 50th Place is a largely industrial area where there are 
few improved streets. The City’s plans for the area, including the Northwest 
Subarea Plan (2006) and Envision Wheat Ridge, call for transit-oriented 
development (TOD) that will support transit ridership, incorporate compact 
development with a mix of uses, and promote pedestrian and bicycle 
connecti vity.  Recommendati ons for future TOD include the constructi on of 
a new complete streets, as well as upgrades to existi ng streets such as W. 
50th Place, so that the enti re street network promotes a quality pedestrian 
environment. 

In accordance with the Northwest Subarea Plan, the majority of the streets 
in the TOD area will include on-street parking, especially where adjacent 
to retail, commercial, and mixed-use development. In order to promote 
connecti ons to the commuter rail stati on, the Bicycle-Pedestrian Master 
Plan calls for the additi on of bicycle lanes on Tabor Street and Ridge Road, 
as well as an improved sidewalk and amenity zone on Ward Road.

The streets that are part of the TOD area (anywhere within 1/4 mile of the 
stati on) are divided into two types:

(1)  Commercial/mixed-use streets: this category includes any 
street within the TOD area that serves commercial or mixed-use 
development 

(2)  Residenti al streets: this category includes any street within the 
TOD area that serves primarily residenti al development

Any new street and all streetscape improvements to existi ng streets within 
the TOD area must comply with the following design goals, standards, and 
guidelines.

Commercial/Mixed-Use Streets
Design Goals
• Create a vibrant  streetscape environment that focuses on the 

pedestrian and complements the vision for a walkable, mixed-use 
transit village.

• Provide high-quality sidewalks with ample width and enhanced paving 
materials and patt erns.

• Incorporate a public amenity zone with enhanced streetscape 
ameniti es including street trees, planti ngs, benches, and pedestrian 
lighti ng that form a cohesive image for the TOD area.

Design Standards and Guidelines
A.  Sidewalk width: sidewalks shall be a minimum of 8 feet 

wide. On streets with signifi cant retail development, a 10 
foot minimum width is preferred.

B.  Public amenity zone width: all streetscapes in the TOD 
area shall include a public amenity zone at least 6 feet wide 
between the sidewalk and roadway. 

C.  Public amenity zone design: the public amenity zone 

Figure 2.18 - E. 29th Avenue in 
Denver demonstrates the character of 

streetscape envisioned for streets serving 
commercial and mixed use development 

at the future TOD area

Figure 2.17 - A typical street secti on for 
commercial and mixed use streets in the 

planned TOD area 

Public 
Amenity 

Zone
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may be landscaped or hardscaped. Landscaping may include 
ornamental grasses and/or groundcover and should incorporate 
low-water use plants. Where adjacent to on-street parking, 
hardscaped amenity zones are preferred. Any hardscaped 
amenity zone shall be disti nguished from the sidewalk through 
the use of textures, integral color, or scoring patt erns. Pavers or 
fl agstone should be used in combinati on with the concrete to 
provide interesti ng patt erns and to enhance the amenity zone’s 
design.

D.  Private amenity zones: private amenity zones that provide 
outdoor seati ng areas are encouraged. Where possible, 
private amenity zones should be uti lized to provide additi onal 
pedestrian ameniti es, such as benches or planters.

E.  Street trees: street trees shall be planted in the public amenity 
zone at a minimum spacing of 30 feet on center. Variati ons in 
spacing may be allowed due to existi ng obstructi ons, special 
conditi ons, and the expected mature size of the tree.

F.  Benches: benches shall be provided at a minimum spacing 
of one bench per every 150 feet, per each side of the 
street. Except at bus stops, benches may be located in the 
private amenity zone subject to approval by the Community 
Development and Public Works Departments. Additi onal seati ng 
areas within the streetscape, especially near corners and areas 
with high pedestrian traffi  c, are encouraged.

G. Trash receptacles: next to each bench, a metal trash receptacle 
that is consistent with the design of the bench shall be 
provided.

H.  Planters and pots: planters and pots with fl owers should be 
incorporated into the private or public amenity zone, especially 
near benches and where hardscaped public amenity zones are 
provided.

I.   Gateway markers and banners: banners and gateway markers 
that identi fy and brand the TOD area are encouraged. New 
pedestrian lights should include brackets that may be used to 
hang banners.

J.  Pedestrian lighti ng: regularly-spaced pedestrian lights, generally 
placed 65 feet on center, shall be provided in the public amenity 
zone.  Pedestrian light spacing may vary based on existi ng 
constraints and obstructi ons.

Residential Streets
Design Goals
• Create a quality streetscape environment that is oriented around the 

pedestrian and enhances the quality and character of the neighborhood.
• Incorporate a public amenity zone with streetscape ameniti es including 

street trees, planti ngs, and pedestrian lighti ng that contributes to a 
quality, cohesive image for the residenti al street.

Figure 2.19 - An example of a public 
amenity zone that incorporates 

hardscape next to on-street parking, as 
well as landscaped areas for street trees

Figure 2.20 - A typical street secti on for 
residenti al streets in the planned TOD 

area 
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Amenity 
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Design Standards and Guidelines
A.  Sidewalk width: sidewalks shall be a minimum of 6 feet wide. 
B.  Public amenity zone width: all streetscapes in the TOD area 

shall include a public amenity zone at least 6 feet wide between 
the sidewalk and roadway. 

C.  Public amenity zone design: the public amenity zone shall be 
landscaped. Landscaping may include ornamental grasses and/
or groundcover and should incorporate low-water use plants. 

D.  Private amenity zones: private amenity zones that provide 
outdoor seati ng areas are encouraged. Where possible, 
private amenity zones should be uti lized to provide additi onal 
pedestrian ameniti es, such as benches or planters.

E.  Street trees: street trees shall be planted in the public amenity 
zone at a minimum spacing of 35 feet on center. Variati ons in 
spacing may be allowed due to existi ng obstructi ons, special 
conditi ons, and the expected mature size of the tree.

F.  Benches: benches shall be provided at a minimum spacing 
of one bench per every 200 feet, per each side of the 
street. Except at bus stops, benches may be located in the 
private amenity zone subject to approval by the Community 
Development and Public Works Departments. 

G. Trash receptacles: next to each bench, a metal trash receptacle 
that is consistent with the design of the bench shall be 
provided.

J.  Pedestrian lighti ng: regularly-spaced pedestrian lights, generally 
placed 80 feet on center, shall be provided in the public amenity 
zone.  Pedestrian light spacing may vary based on existi ng 
constraints and obstructi ons.

Figure 2.21 - example of a residenti al 
street with a landscaped public amenity 

zone that includes street trees and 
pedestrian lighti ng

Figure 2.22 - this landscaped public 
amenity zone  incorporates low-water 
use plants, which is encouraged for the 

streets at the future 
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CHAPTER 3 - DESIGN STANDARDS & GUIDELINES

This chapter establishes general design standards and guidelines for 
streetscape design elements. Design Standards are objecti ve criteria that 
require compliance. Standards oft en uti lize the term “shall” and must be 
followed unless there is a unique conditi on or hardship that prevents their 
applicati on. Design standards are underlined. Design Guidelines are criteria 
that are strongly recommended,  and should be followed wherever feasible. 
Guidelines oft en use the terms “should” or “encouraged.” 

3.1 Sidewalks
Sidewalks are an essenti al element for providing safe pedestrian access 
along streets. Sidewalks are paved surfaces that provide a clear walking 
path for pedestrians.

Width
A.  Sidewalks shall be at least 6 feet wide. Sidewalks less than 

the minimum required width may be allowed, subject to 
approval of the Public Works Department.

B.  Where right-of-way width allows, sidewalks 8 to 10 feet 
in width may be required on streets with high levels of 
pedestrian acti vity.

Paving
A.  Sidewalks shall be paved. Concrete is the most common and 

appropriate paving system for sidewalks. Other appropriate 
materials include fl agstone, concrete unit pavers, and 
brick pavers. Pavers or fl agstone, used in combinati on 
with concrete, can provide interesti ng patt erns which can 
emphasize a parti cular area along the sidewalk. 

B.  Concrete unit pavers or brick pavers are preferred over the 
use of patt erned concrete.

C.  Concrete should be at least 4 inches thick and meet City 
standards for concrete mix, fi nishing, curing, and sealing.

D.  Integral concrete color systems are acceptable for use in 
sidewalks. Select subtle earth tones, not bright colors, when 
using integral concrete colors.

E.  Scoring and expansion joints should be spaced uniformly 
along the length of the sidewalk. 

F.  Brick pavers shall be specifi cally designed for sidewalk use 
according to City specifi cati ons.

G.  Interlocking concrete pavers and precast concrete pavers 
may be installed on a sand base or a concrete slab and 
should meet City specifi cati ons.

H. Flagstone pavers are most appropriate in historic areas. They 
can be laid on a sand base with sand joints or on a concrete 
base with mortared joints.

Figure 3.2 - Example of a sidewalk with 
pavers

Figure 3.3 - Example of a concrete 
sidewalk

Figure 3.1 - The sidewalk is the 
paved walking path, typically 

located between the amenity zone/
buff er and the building

Amenity
Zone/
Buffer

Sidewalk Roadway
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3.2 Amenity Zones
The amenity zone is the area between the curb and the sidewalk. It 
provides a buff er between the roadway and the area where pedestrians 
travel. Amenity zones may be landscaped - oft en called a “tree lawn” - or 
hardscaped. The amenity zone is the locati on for street ameniti es, including 
plants, trees, furniture, and lights, as well as uti liti es. Hardscaped amenity 
zones are most appropriate for retail districts, especially those with 
higher pedestrian traffi  c and where on-street parking is provided. Some 
streetscapes, especially in retail areas, may incorporate a private amenity 
zone, which is located between the building face and the sidewalk. This 
area provides outdoor seati ng opportuniti es and can add signifi cantly to 
the pedestrian experience.

Width
A.  Amenity zones shall be at least 6 feet wide. Amenity zones 

less than the minimum required width may be allowed, 
subject to approval of the Public Works Department.

Landscaped Amenity Zones
A.  Landscaped amenity zones shall be planted with low 

groundcover planti ngs, ornamental grasses, or turfgrass, as 
well as regularly-spaced street trees. Landscaped amenity 
zones shall contain uniform street furnishings, including 
benches or other seati ng areas.

B.  Where trees are planted, a 5 foot minimum width is 
required. In certain circumstances, where space is limited, 
a narrower width may be approved. Please refer to Secti on 
2.3 Street Trees for further guidelines about appropriate 
planti ng area widths and soil volumes.

C.  Where the width needed for trees is not available, shrubs 
may be used.

D.  Entry walks, which provide a paved pedestrian route from 
the sidewalk to the curb, are an appropriate feature for 
landscaped amenity zones. They should be 3 to 5 feet in 
width and may be constructed of concrete, concrete pavers, 
fl agstone, or brick. Entry walks are highly encouraged where 
on-street parking is provided and should be coordinated 
with step-out strips.

E.  Step-out strips should be uti lized where on-street parking 
borders a landscaped amenity zone. Step-out strips should 
be 1 to 2 feet in width and may be constructed of concrete, 
concrete pavers, fl agstone, or brick. Step-out strip locati ons 
should be coordinated with entry walks.

Hardscaped Amenity Zones
A.  Hardscaped, or paved, amenity zones are most appropriate 

in retail districts , areas with high pedestrian traffi  c, and 
where on-street parking is provided. Hardscape amenity 
zones may be as wide as 12 feet.

Figure 3.4 - The amenity zone, or buff er, 
is the area between the sidewalk and the 

roadway

Amenity
Zone/
Buffer

Sidewalk Roadway

Figure 3.5 - An example of a landscaped 
amenity zone

Figure 3.6 - An example of a hardscaped 
amenity zone
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B.  Hardscaped amenity zones should be paved with one of the 
following materials:

• Concrete
• Concrete unit pavers
• Brick pavers
• Flagstone pavers

C.  Paving materials in the amenity zone shall follow the same 
installati on standards and guidelines as those established in 
Secti on 3.1 Sidewalks.

D.  Concrete unit pavers or brick pavers are preferred over the 
use of patt erned concrete.

E.  Where concrete is uti lized in the amenity zone, it should be 
diff erenti ated from the sidewalk area by the use of textures, 
integral color, or scoring patt erns. Wherever possible, 
pavers or fl agstone should be used in combinati on with the 
concrete to provide interesti ng patt erns and to enhance the 
design of the amenity zone.

F.  Hardscape amenity zones shall contain regularly-spaced 
street trees and uniform street furnishings , including 
seati ng areas and trash receptacles. Please see Secti ons 3.3 
Street Trees and 3.5 Street Furnishings for standards and 
guidelines about placement and spacing for these items.

G.  Trees may be planted in tree vaults, with tree grates or 
pavers above, or in at-grade, open planters. Tree grates 
and pavers are most appropriate for high-traffi  c pedestrian 
areas. Please refer to Secti on 3.3 Street Trees below for 
further guidelines about appropriate planti ng area widths 
and soil volumes.

Private Amenity Zones
A.  The private amenity zone is an opti onal element of the 

streetscape that occurs between the sidewalk and building 
face. These zones are encouraged in retail areas, especially 
where restaurants, cafes, and other businesses with outdoor 
seati ng are planned.

B.  Private amenity zones should contain outdoor seati ng areas, 
planti ng pots, and other ameniti es that complement street 
furnishings in the public amenity zone.

C.  Where outdoor seati ng is provided, a railing should be 
provided to separate the seati ng area from the sidewalk.

D.  Private amenity zones should be paved with one of the 
following materials:

• Concrete
• Concrete unit pavers
• Brick pavers
• Flagstone pavers

E.  Paving materials in the private amenity zone shall follow 
the same installati on standards and guidelines as those 
established in Secti on 3.1 Sidewalks.

Figure 3.7 - An example of a hardscaped 
amenity zone

Figure 3.9 - An example of a private 
amenity zone with outdoor seati ng

Amenity
Zone/
Buffer

Sidewalk Optional
Private 

Amenity
Zone

Figure 3.8 - The private amenity zone is 
located between the sidewalk and the 

building face
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3.3 Street Trees
Street trees are a vital component of streetscape design. They provide 
a positi ve aestheti c impact, creati ng att racti ve streets that encourage 
pedestrian use. They also provide many practi cal benefi ts, including 
buff ering of pedestrians from vehicular traffi  c, providing shade, buff ering 
from wind, and reducing air polluti on.  For street trees to be healthy and 
contribute to the character of a street in the long term, adequate soil 
volume and room for growth must be provided at the ti me of planti ng. 

Street Tree Design
A.  Trees should be planted in a uniform patt ern in all amenity 

zones, both landscaped and hardscaped. For private 
development and redevelopment, street trees in the public 
right-of-way shall be provided in additi on to any on-site 
landscaping requirements per Secti on 26-502 of the Wheat 
Ridge Zoning and Development Code.

B.  In most cases, the same species should be planted on the 
same block to maintain conti nuity. However, to prevent the 
loss of species, tree species should vary from block to block. 
Trees of a similar form, texture, and color can be alternated 
with the predominant tree species, typically from block to 
block, to avoid over-use of one species on a street. Random 
changes in species should be avoided.

C.  Trees should have the same characteristi cs on both sides of 
the street.

Locati on and Spacing
A.  Street trees should be planted in a straight row with regular 

spacing, midway between the sidewalk and the curb, where 
adequate space allows.

B.  Tree locati on should be based on the mature height and 
spread of the tree. Adjustments in spacing or species should 
be made where signs, lights, overhead or underground 
uti liti es, uti lity poles, fi re hydrants, or buildings would limit 
mature tree size.

C.  Tree spacing should be in regular intervals. Some variati on 
may be approved due to existi ng obstructi ons or special 
conditi ons. See the following table for recommended tree 
spacing based on the mature height of trees:

Small Trees
Mature Height 

25’ or less

Medium Trees
Mature Height 

30’ - 45’

Large Trees
Mature Height 

over 45’

Recommended 
Spacing 
between Trees

15’ minimum, 
20’ recom-

mended

25’ minimum, 
30’ recom-

mended

30’ minimum, 
40’ recom-

mended

 Source: “Choosing Suitable Trees for Urban and Suburban Sites,” Edward 
F. Gilman and Laura Sadowski, Document ENH 1057, University of Florida 
Insti tute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, September 2007.

Figure 3.10 - Mature street trees in a 
landscaped amenity zone on W. 38th 

Avenue

Figure 3.11 - New street trees in open 
planters with adequate room for future 

growth and water needs
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D.  Visibility of signs, as well as sight triangles at intersecti ons, 
should be considered when placing trees (reference Secti on 
26-603 of the Wheat Ridge Zoning and Development Code 
for regulati ons on sight triangles).

E.  Tree locati ons should be coordinated with uti lity locati ons 
and adequate separati ons maintained. Generally, a 
minimum of 5 feet between street trees and underground 
uti liti es should be maintained. The City and uti lity 
companies must approve streetscape and uti lity plans.

Size and Form
A.  The size and form of a tree should appropriately relate to 

space in which it is planted. Trees should be large enough to 
add signifi cant shade and should reach a height appropriate 
to adjacent buildings.

B.  Street trees shall have a minimum 2 1/2 inch caliper.
C.  The branching height of mature trees shall be no less than 8 

feet on the pedestrian side of the tree, and no less than 14 
feet on the street side of the tree.

D.  Lower-branching trees may be used in medians, planters, 
and landscaped areas that are not adjacent to the street 
edge and where low branches would not interfere with 
vehicular or pedestrian traffi  c.

E.  Lower-branching trees may be used in areas where 
overhead uti lity wires would require large trees to be 
pruned.

Planti ng Area and Soil Volume
A.  Adequate planti ng area is essenti al to ensuring the 

long-term health of a tree. Where trees are planted, the 
minimum width of the planti ng area shall be 5 feet. In 
certain instances, where space is constrained, a narrower 
width may be approved depending on the proposed tree 
species. The following table establishes recommended 
planti ng area widths based on the mature size of a tree:

Small Trees
Mature Height 

25’ or less

Medium Trees
Mature Height 

30’ - 45’

Large Trees
Mature Height 

over 45’

Recommended 
Width of 
Planti ng Area

5’ minimum 6’ minimum 8’ minimum

      Source: “Choosing Suitable Trees for Urban and Suburban Sites,” Edward 
F. Gilman and Laura Sadowski, Document ENH 1057, University of Florida 
Insti tute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, September 2007.

B.  Suffi  cient soil volume is required for a tree to grow to its 
mature size. The larger the soil volume, the larger the tree. 
Soil volume is an essenti al factor when selecti ng tree species 
and designing the streetscape. Where trees are planted, the 

Figure 3.12 - Distances between the 
tree -- at its mature height and width 
-- and nearby buildings and uti liti es 

should be considered when selecti ng the 
appropriate street tree. This will ensure 

that the tree has adequate room to grow 
to its full size.

5’ minimum

Figure 3.13 - The minimum width for 
any planter or tree grate where a tree 
is planted should be 5 feet. Where tree 

vaults, or pits, are used, the width below-
grade may be wider to provide adequate 

soil volume
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depth of soil shall be at least 3 feet. Appendix A contains 
guidelines for determining the appropriate amount of  soil 
volume based on the size of a tree. 

C.  Where trees are planted in a tree vault with a tree grate 
or pavers above, structural soil shall be uti lized. Structural 
soil is designed to meet pavement design installati on 
requirements while also supporti ng root growth. For more 
informati on, please see Appendix A.

Tree Selecti on
A.  Street trees shall be hardy, strong, wooded trees with strong 

branching characteristi cs according to their species. They 
shall be disease-resistant varieti es, have upright growth, and 
be single stem.

B.  Trees near sidewalks and pedestrian areas should be 
fruitless and thornless to minimize maintenance and to 
reduce pedestrian hazards.

C.  Trees should be selected so that they have room to mature 
to their full height and spread. Street trees should be 
selected to minimize the obstructi on of signage and to be 
consistent with the character of the given street or district.

D.  Wherever possible, street trees should have a low to 
moderate water rati ng in the recommended street tree list 
(Appendix B). Irrigati on  must be installed for street trees 
and the proper amount of water must be given to each tree.

E.   Please see Appendix B for a list of recommended tree 
species.

F.  The following species are prohibited from planti ng in any 
right-of-way:

• Box Elder (Acer negundo)
• Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum)
• Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus alti ssima)
• Russian Olive (Elaeagrus angusti folia)
• All Poplar (Populus) species
• Buckthorn (Rhamnus catharti ca)
• All Willow (Salix) species
• Salt Cedar (Tamarix)
• Siberian Elm (Ulmus pumila)
• Chinese Elm (Ulmus panifolia)

G. Other restricti ons regarding street tree selecti on:
• Trees should not have weeping or pendulous 

branches
• Trees may not have bushy growth habit, which 

cannot be maintained to a single trunk
H.  All existi ng trees within a given streetscape area must 

be considered. Each existi ng tree should be evaluated to 
determine if it should be preserved. Those trees determined 
to be preserved must be protected during any constructi on 
acti vity. Please see Appendix A for a reference on tree 
protecti on.

3’ min
Root
Ball

Figure 3.14 - The minimum soil depth 
where trees are planted should be 3 feet.

Figure 3.15 - Street trees should be 
compati ble with the height and style of 

buildings along the street
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3.4 Groundcovers and Shrubs
Besides trees, planti ngs in the streetscape may include turf, groundcovers, 
and shrubs. Groundcovers provide functi onal and aestheti c value, soft ening 
the street edge in areas where pedestrian travel is low. Shrubs create areas 
of interest and add form, texture, and color to the streetscape. Xeriscape 
design, which requires less water consumpti on for irrigati on, is highly 
encouraged. Vegetable and fruit-producing plants may also be allowed in 
the streetscape area. Within the public right-of-way, such plants will fi rst 
require approval by City staff  through the streetscape plan review process.

Groundcovers
A.  Groundcovers provide a viable alternati ve to turf grass in 

areas such as landscaped amenity zones and open planters. 
B.  Areas planted with turf should be at least 5 feet wide, with a 

recommended width of 8 feet. Where adequate width is not 
available, groundcover planti ngs should be used instead.

C.  Please see Appendix B for a list of recommended 
groundcover plants.

D.  Groundcover planti ngs that require low water use are 
encouraged.

E.  Suffi  cient irrigati on must be provided at the ti me of 
installati on, as well as during the period of establishment. 
This applies to low-water use, or xeric, plants as well.

Shrubs
A.  Hardy, maintainable deciduous and evergreen shrubs 

may be used in landscaped areas and planters. Shrubs are 
typically not recommended in landscaped amenity zones, or 
tree lawns, directly along the street edge.

B.  Shrubs with thorns shall not be allowed in the public right-
of-way.

C.  Shrubs may be eff ecti vely used to screen parking areas 
adjacent to the street.

D.  Form, texture, ti ming of fl owering and color of foliage 
should be considered in the planti ng design of shrubs.

E.  Please see Appendix B for a list of recommended shrubs.
F.  Shrubs that require low water use are encouraged.
G.  Suffi  cient irrigati on must be provided at the ti me of 

installati on, as well as during the period of establishment. 
This applies to low-water use, or xeric, plants as well.

3.5 Street Furnishings
Street furnishings are integral elements of the streetscape, especially in 
retail districts intended to encourage pedestrian traffi  c. Street furniture 
should be att racti ve and appropriate to each streetscape and provide for 
visual conti nuity, public service, and the safety of pedestrians.

Figure 3.16 - A landscaped amenity zone 
with groundcover planti ngs

Figure 3.17 - Shrubs contribute to the 
streetscape on W. 38th Ave in Wheat 

Ridge
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Placement
A.  Furniture in the right-of-way should be located at least 3 

feet from the curb face where on-street parking or a bike 
lane adjoins the curb, and at least 4 feet from the curb face 
where a travel lane adjoins the curb.

B.  Any item placed in the right-of-way will require approval by 
Public Works through a Right-of-Way (ROW) Use Permit.

C.  Street furniture shall not obstruct the sidewalk. A minimum 
5 foot clear walking zone should be provided at all ti mes.

D.  All street furnishings should be of high-quality design, 
intended for outdoor use, and require minimum 
maintenance.

Benches and Seati ng
A.  Comfortable seati ng areas should be provided at regular 

intervals as part of the streetscape design.
B.  Metal benches are a typical element in most streetscape 

setti  ngs. Other appropriate seati ng opti ons include benches, 
moveable chairs, planter walls, and steps. Metal benches 
should typically be painted black or a dark color with a 
factory-applied fi nish.

C.  Seati ng should be conveniently placed. Shade, view of 
storefronts, and proximity to adjacent uses should be 
considered in the placement of seati ng.

D.  Seati ng should not interfere with pedestrian fl ow or plant 
materials.

E.  Seati ng should be att racti ve, comfortable, and durable. It 
should be compati ble with other furnishings and adjacent 
buildings.

F.  With the excepti on of moveable chairs, seati ng should be 
secured in place to the pavement for user safety and to 
prevent vandalism.

G.  All seati ng should meet the following dimensional 
guidelines:

• 16 to 18 inches in height
• 16 inch minimum depth for seats without backs
• 14 inch minimum depth for seats with backs

H.  Seati ng adjacent to walkways or multi -use paths that 
receive bicycle use should be set back a minimum of 3 feet 
from the path.

Tree Grates
A.  Tree grate openings shall comply with ADA regulati ons.
B.  Tree grates shall be made of iron and have an opening for 

the tree that will provide for its normal growth. Alternate 
tree grate types may be approved by the Departments of 
Community Development and Parks and Recreati on.

C.  Tree grates should either be unpainted or painted with a 
factory-applied fi nish. 

Figure 3.18 - Typical metal bench

Figure 3.19 - Seati ng is an important 
component of the amenity zone (the 
space between the sidewalk and the 

roadway)
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D.  The size and shape of a tree grate should relate to the 
paving systems and patt erns adjacent to the tree.

E.  If seasonal tree lights are desired, an electrical outlet should 
be provided within the tree grate area.

Trash Receptacles
A.  Trash receptacles should be located so as not to disrupt 

pedestrian fl ow and in locati ons convenient to benches and 
other street furnishings. They should be compati ble with 
surrounding street furniture and the architecture of nearby 
buildings.

B.  Trash receptacles should be att ached to the paving or 
footi ngs in landscaped areas to discourage vandalism.

C.  Each receptacle shall have two parts: an inner container, 
which will provide for easy trash removal, and an outer shell 
that is compati ble with the other street furnishings in the 
area. They shall also have a covered top and solid bott om to 
keep trash dry and out of sight. 

D.  Trash receptacles should be made of a durable material, 
such as metal.

Bollards
A.  Bollards should be used to defi ne and protect pedestrian 

areas, separati ng them from areas of vehicular traffi  c.
B.  Bollards should be compati ble with the other street 

furnishing and other architectural elements in the area.
C.  Iron bollards are preferred. Bollards should be of simple 

design, and typically 24 to 42 inches high. They should be 
painted black or a dark color with a factory-applied fi nish.

D.  Bollards shall be located a minimum of 3 feet from the curb 
edge of vehicular traffi  c ways.

E.  Bollards that also serve as emergency access should be of 
approved type and material the City and Fire Department.

Bicycle Racks
A.  Bicycle racks should be incorporated into the streetscape 

design. Bicycle racks are required in the streetscape for any 
street that is designated as a bicycle route in the Wheat 
Ridge Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan. On these streets, 
a minimum of four bicycle parking spaces (two typical 
inverted U racks) per block, on each side of the street, shall 
be provided. These bicycle parking spaces must be provided 
in additi on to any on-site bicycle parking required by zoning.

B.  Bicycle racks should be placed in locati ons that do not 
interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffi  c.

C.  Racks should be conveniently placed in visible locati ons to 
provide for security.

D.  The standard bike parking rack is the inverted U type, or 

Figure 3.20 - Example of an iron tree 
grate

Figure 3.21 - Example trash receptacle

Figure 3.22 - Example of an iron bollard
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another type as approved by the Community Development 
Director. Each inverted U rack shall count as two bike 
parking spaces.

E.  Racks should be designed to be compati ble with other street 
furnishings and be made of durable metal materials. Racks 
must provide for at least one wheel and the frame to be 
locked to the rack.

F.  Racks shall be securely att ached to the pavement to provide 
a stable place to rest bicycles and to prevent vandalism.

Planters and Planti ng Pots
A.  Pots and planters should be used to provide interest to the 

streetscape and should be planted with annual fl owers, 
perennial fl owers, or low-growing shrubs.

B.  Large pots or planters may be used in place of bollards to 
separate pedestrian and vehicular traffi  c.

C.  In determining the locati on of planti ng pots, the possibility 
of pavement staining should be considered.

D.  Provisions for watering of planters and pots must be in 
place to provide for the healthy growing of plants. Each pot 
should have some provision for drainage in the event of 
over-watering. 

Fencing, Railings, and Gates
A.  A sturdy, wrought iron or steel fence painted black or a dark 

color is preferred. Fences or railings of other high-quality 
materials may be approved if the materials are consistent 
with surrounding streetscape furnishings and building 
architecture.

B.  Fence picket spacing should not exceed 4 inches for child 
safety reasons.

C.  The height of fences may vary depending on the purpose 
and locati on of the fence. Where pedestrian access needs 
to be limited, a fence as high as 4 feet may be used. Where 
a parking lot screen is needed or required, the fences may 
be as low as 3 feet.  Where a fence or railing provides a safe 
barrier between severe grade changes, a minimum height of 
42 inches must be provided.

D.  Fencing may be combined with low walls for enhanced 
design.

E.  All structural railings must be designed to support a 
horizontal and verti cal load of 50 pounds per linear foot.

F.  All fences and railings must be securely fastened in place in 
pavement or footi ngs.

G.  All fencing shall conform to Chapter 26 of the Zoning and 
Development Code.

Newspaper Racks and Enclosures
A.  Newspaper racks should be designed to be compati ble 

Figure 3.23 - Example of a standard 
inverted U bike parking rack

Figure 3.24 - Planti ng pots incorporated 
into streetscape

Figure 3.25 - Example of quality metal 
railing
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with other street furnishings. Enclosures can be provided to 
screen racks from the street.

B.  Newspaper racks and enclosures should be clustered 
together and located where they have the least visual 
impact on the streetscape.

C.  Newspaper racks and enclosures should be on a neutral 
color, preferably made of metal, and should be designed to 
blend in with surrounding street furniture and architecture.

D.  Racks and enclosures should be located in convenient 
locati ons for pedestrian access and not in locati ons where 
they will obstruct the view of motorists.

Community Announcement Boards
A.  Community announcement boards, or kiosks, are intended 

to be used to post community events and noti ces at special 
pedestrian areas along the street. They should be used 
sparingly and primarily in areas of high pedestrian traffi  c.

B.  Community informati on boards should be designed to 
be compati ble with other street furnishings. They should 
facilitate the posti ng of community noti ces in a convenient 
manner.

C.  Announcement boards should be easily accessible from all 
sides, adequately illuminated, and designed so that they are 
easy to clean and maintain.

Transit Bus Stops
A.  The locati on of bus stops are set by RTD in coordinati on 

with the City. With the approval of RTD, shelters may be 
provided by private companies or the City. Shelters are 
encouraged for transit stops, especially those with high 
levels of ridership.

B.  Bus shelters should be integrated into the streetscape and 
may not obstruct pedestrian fl ow. Public Works and RTD will 
approve shelter locati ons.

C.  Where bus stops contain vendor benches with adverti sing, 
such benches shall be replaced by a standard metal strap 
bench (Figure 3.28). The Department of Public Works will 
approve all new benches at bus stops.

Fountains and Water Features
A.  Fountains and water features can add a special element to 

the streetscape, but they should only be used in situati ons 
where there is adequate space to incorporate a focal point 
in the public space along the street. 

B.  Fountain and water feature design and placement should 
consider solar orientati on, orientati on to winds, surrounding 
buildings, existi ng and planned pedestrian circulati on, site 
furnishings, and how the feature will look when water is not 
available.

Figure 3.26 - Example of a community 
announcement board

Figure 3.27 - Bus shelters are encouraged 
at bus stop locati ons

Figure 3.28 - Metal strap bench to be 
uti lized at bus stops
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C.  Fountains and water features should have an effi  cient 
recirculati ng pump system which will allow for conti nued 
operati on, water conservati on and ease of maintenance.

D.  There must be a long-term commitment from the City, 
district, or property owner(s) to maintain and manage the 
water feature or fountain.

Public Art
A.  The provision of public art is encouraged and recommended 

on major streetscape improvements in the City. Public 
art may be functi onal or purely an art form and it should 
be considered as a complement to other ameniti es in the 
streetscape. 

B.  Art objects should not compete with or detract from 
adjacent storefronts or obstruct pedestrian walkways or 
vehicular traffi  c.

C.  Art objects should be constructed of durable and 
maintainable materials such as stone or metal.

Walls and Screens
A.  Walls and screens, typically used to screen parking lot or 

vehicular areas from the streetscape, should be constructed 
of durable and maintainable materials.

B.  The locati on and design of screen walls must comply with 
Chapter 26 of the Zoning and Development Code.

C.  Walls should be constructed of high-quality masonry units. 
Integrati ng iron fencing into the design of the screen wall is 
encouraged.

Gateway Markers and Monument Signs
A.  Monuments and gateway markers help establish the 

character or identi ty of a district, street, or neighborhood. 
They should be located in key locati ons, primarily in at 
intersecti ons or important gateways.

B.  Gateway markers and monument signs should be integrated 
into the streetscape, complementi ng items such as 
planti ngs, trees, paving patt erns, and street furnishings.

C. Monument signs, which may include neighborhood 
identi fi cati on signs, should be constructed of high-quality, 
durable materials.

D.  Monument signs should only be placed where there is 
adequate room so that the sidewalk is not obstructed. 
Visibility, locati on of trees and vegetati on, and compati bility 
with the surrounding landscaping and hardscaping should 
be considered in the placement  and design of the sign.

E. All signs must comply with Chapter 26 of the Zoning and 
Development Code, including sight triangle requirements.

Figure 3.29 - Where there is adequate 
room, public art can add life to the 

streetscape

Figure 3.30 - Example of a parking lot 
screen

Figure 3.31 - Gateway markers should 
be integrated into the design of the 

streetscape
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Uti liti es
A.  All uti liti es should be inventoried and identi fi ed in the 

design stage of any streetscape project. The locati on of 
existi ng and planned uti liti es should be considered when 
determining the locati on of street furnishings, street trees, 
plants, signs, and light fi xtures.

B.  The locati on of vaults, meters, and irrigati on controllers 
should be consolidated wherever possible.

C.  Larger uti lity cabinets and vaults should be place in low-
visibility areas and screened from view wherever possible. 

D.  Uti liti es should not be located under amenity zones where 
they could interfere with or preclude the planti ng of trees.

3.6 Lighting
Lighti ng contributes to both the character and functi on of a streetscape. 
Overhead lighti ng provides for traffi  c safety along the street. Pedestrian 
lighti ng provides lighti ng at the human scale and contribute to the aestheti c 
character of a corridor. 

Overhead Street Lighti ng
A.  Street lights should be located at regular intervals as part of 

an overall system that includes cabinets and transformers. 
Recommended spacing for commercial streets ranges from 
100 to 150 feet.

B.  Lights shall be placed at least 2 1/2 feet from the curb face 
so that there is adequate room for car bumpers and door 
swings.

Pedestrian Lighti ng
A.  Pedestrian lights shall be no more than 14 feet high. The 

preferred height is 12 feet.
B.  Pedestrian lighti ng can play a major role in the development 

of the commercial streetscape and should provide 
visual conti nuity along a street. It should be designed 
to be compati ble with surrounding street furniture and 
architecture.

C.  Pedestrian lighti ng is not recommended in residenti al areas.
D.  Lights shall be placed at least 2 1/2 feet from the curb face 

so that there is adequate room for car bumpers and door 
swings.

E.  Pedestrian lights should be spaced at least 50 feet apart. 60-
115 feet is preferable in most cases to allow room for street 
trees and street furnishings. Too close spacing can cause 
unwanted glare.

F.  Lighti ng should be designed to minimize light polluti on to 
comply with dark sky principles. Pedestrian lights shall be 
semi-cutoff  fi xtures at a minimum. Full-cutoff  fi xtures are 
preferred.

Figure 3.33- Example of pedestrian 
lighti ng that is not cutoff 

Figure 3.34- Example of a full cutoff  
pedestrian light fi xture

Figure 3.32- Uti lity boxes should be 
consolidated wherever possible
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3.7 Crosswalks and Curb Ramps
Crosswalk pavement systems are important at all intersecti ons where 
pedestrians travel. Curb ramps provide safe and convenient movement for 
all pedestrians.

Crosswalks
A.  Crosswalks shall be provided at every intersecti on and 

designated mid-block crossings.
B.  Crosswalks with enhanced pavement design are encouraged 

in commercial areas and at major intersecti ons. Special 
paving in the crosswalk area should contrast with the 
adjacent street paving in terms of color and texture. 
Enhanced crosswalk paving can provide for increased safety 
and help unify the character of a retail district.

C.  The recommended material for crosswalks with enhanced 
paving is concrete. Stamped concrete is prohibited from use.

D.  Unit pavers and bricks pavers may be used in the crosswalk 
area as long as the pounds per square inch (PSI) meets City 
standards for withstanding automobile use. However, these 
materials can be expensive to maintain.

Curb Ramps
A.  Curb ramps shall be provided at every intersecti on in the 

City. Curb ramps should also be provided at designated mid-
block crossings.

B.  Curb ramps should be aligned with curb ramps on the other 
side of the street/intersecti on.

C.  The Department of Public Works will approve the type and 
design of all curb ramps.

Figure 3.36 - Example of a curb ramp

Figure 3.35- Example of an enhanced 
crosswalk on W. 38th Avenue
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CHAPTER 4 - MAINTENANCE & IRRIGATION

Investments in streetscape improvements are not truly realized without proper maintenance. Adequate maintenance 
ensures the long-term quality and att racti veness of the streetscape and helps to maintain property values.

4.1 Maintenance
Long-term maintenance of the streetscape is essenti al. The following standards and guidelines apply to the maintenance 
of all elements within the streetscape area.

General Maintenance Requirements
A.  It is the responsibility of the property owner, maintenance district, or improvement district to maintain 

all streetscape elements, including landscaping, street furniture, and the sidewalk, in the public right-of-
way adjacent to their property.

B.  Landscaping must be maintained conti nuously. This means any necessary watering, weeding, pest 
control, and pruning, as well as the replacement of dead or diseased plants.

C.  Dead or diseased plants shall be replaced in the same locati on and type as the approved plan. 

Trees, Shrubs, and Groundcover
A.  Tree planti ngs and landscaped areas should be regularly maintained, including watering, cleaning, 

weeding, mulching, mowing, ferti lizing and aerati ng as necessary. This includes removing fallen leaves 
from the sidewalk or other areas uti lized by pedestrians and bicyclists. 

B.  Tree limbs should be pruned to the standards of the Internati onal Society of Arboriculture (ISA) and to 
ensure proper clearances above sidewalks and streets, established in Secti on 3.3 Street Trees (minimum 
8 feet on the pedestrian side of the tree and minimum 14 feet on the street side of the tree).

C.  Mulching serves many benefi ts for planted areas, including the regulati on of soil temperature and the 
retenti on of soil moisture.  The regular applicati on and maintenance of mulch is recommended.

D.  All tree, shrub, and groundcover areas shall be maintained to be free of weeds. Herbicides should be 
used with care to prevent damage to plants.

E.  When maintenance on trees or tree roots within a tree vault is required, grates, pavers, or any other 
materials installed in the tree space should be removed and then properly reinstalled when the 
maintenance is complete.

F.  Tree grates or paving materials should be replaced when damaged and adjusted as necessary for tree 
growth.

Sidewalks
A.  Cracked, broken, or missing sidewalk paving is hazardous to public safety.  Maintenance requirements 

for sidewalks include:
• Maintain concrete joints and replace sealant when necessary
• Remove snow when necessary
• Remove trash on a regular basis
• Sweep sidewalks free of sand when necessary

Walls, Fences and Screens
A.  Walls, fences, and screens shall be maintained to remain att racti ve, functi onal and safe.
B.  Maintenance measures include cleaning, refi nishing, painti ng, repair, and replacement if damaged.
C.  These elements should be maintained to a level comparable to their conditi on at installati on.
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Street Furnishings
A.  Walls, fences, screens, and bike racks shall be maintained to remain att racti ve, functi onal and safe.
B.  Maintenance measures include cleaning, refi nishing, painti ng, repair, and replacement if damaged.
C.  These elements should be maintained to a level comparable to their conditi on at installati on.

Lighti ng
A.  Lighti ng shall be maintained and conti nuous electrical service shall be provided. The following 

maintenance standards apply:
• Maintain lighti ng control devices, including ti mers, photocells, etc.
• Replace damaged or missing light poles or parts within thirty (30) days of damage.
• Replace burned-out bulbs or lamps within ten (10) days of burn out.
• Perform general maintenance work including regular cleaning and planti ng when required.

4.2 Irrigation
A well-designed irrigati on system should cover all planti ngs within the streetscape. A well-maintained irrigati on system 
is criti cal for the health and growth of plant materials.

Design of Irrigati on System
A.  Drip irrigati on systems use water more effi  ciently and are the preferred irrigati on system, especially in 

non-turf areas.
B.  During establishment period, plants require more water. Aft er establishment, the amount of water for 

irrigati on may be reduced.
C.  In order to reduce water usage, rainfall and soil moisture sensors, pressure reducers, check valves, and/

or fl ow sensor valves are recommended.
D.  Control valves should be designed to water shrubs, fl owers, and trees separately from turf areas.  They 

should also have the ti me capability to permit the use of low-volume systems over longer cycles.
E.  If a traditi onal sprinkler system is used, the spraying of walks, pati os, buildings, parking areas, and fences 

is discouraged. If the spraying of walks and bikeways cannot be avoided, the controller should be ti med 
to spray at night to prevent confl ict with pedestrians and bicyclists.

Maintenance of Irrigati on System
A.  Maintenance of the irrigati on systems is essenti al for the survival of plants. All necessary start-ups, shut 

downs, periodic checks, adjustments, and replacements of parts must be performed by the owner or 
district responsible for irrigati on.

B.  The system should be completely checked during the start-up period in spring, monitored and adjusted 
throughout the season, and properly shut down at the end of the season.

C.  Soil moisture should be checked at 6” and 12” depths regularly with the use of soil probe and 
appropriate adjustments made to the control valve.

D.  Trees require watering once a month in the winter when the temperature is above freezing.
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APPENDIX A - REFERENCES

1. Soil Volume Guidelines and References
When planning a streetscape project, especially where space is limited, it is important to evaluate how to provide the 
opti mal soil volume for each tree. The fi rst step is to calculate the opti mal soil volume per tree. A general rule of thumb 
is to measure the area within the projected mature drip line of the tree and provide 2 cubic feet of usable soil per square 
foot (Grabosky and others, 1999; Urban, 1999). Based on this rule of thumb, Urban (1999) correlated crown projecti on 
and tree size to identi fy minimum required soil volume for various size trees (Figure A).

       Figure A: Soil volume required for various tree sizes. Assumes a soil depth of 3 feet 
       (Source: James Urban, 1999)

 

Figure B: Recommended soil volumes based on crown spread of tree (3’ minimum depth of soil):

Estimated crown spread =
10’ diameter

Soil Volume = 
120 cubic feet

Soil Volume = 
500 cubic feet

Soil Volume = 
1000 cubic feet

Estimated crown spread =
21’ diameter

Estimated crown spread =
30’ diameter
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3. Tree Protecti on Reference

© Colorado State University Extension. 2/99.
Reviewed 6/08.

www.ext.colostate.edu 

TREES & SHRUBS
G  A  R  D  E  N  I  N  G    S  E  R  I  E  S

Protecting Trees During Construction no. 7.420

Why Preserve Existing Trees?
 Shade trees add to the value of residential and commercial properties. 
During construction, established, healthy trees can be preserved with minimal 
effort or expense. Many trees are valuable enough to justify the extra concern.

The Preservation Planning Process
 Many towns and cities in Colorado have tree protection specifications 
detailed in their land use code; property owners must adhere to the tree 
protection specifications spelled out in land use code of their town or city.  Prior 
to beginning a construction project, the property owner should have a city 
forester, licensed arborist or certified tree appraiser, evaluate every tree in the 
proposed construction area to determine if preservation is worthwhile. For each 
existing tree, consider location, present size, future size, species, vigor, cost of 
preservation, and cost of removal.  
 While evaluating trees for preservation, visualize the future landscape. 
If plans call for preservation of trees near buildings or in landscapes, the trees 
should be sufficiently healthy to justify preservation.  Some large, mature trees 
may not be structurally sound or esthetically appealing to warrant preservation. 
Older trees do not adapt to environmental changes as well as younger trees, thus 
it may be more practical to protect a 1- to 8-inch diameter tree than a larger, more 
mature tree. Some existing trees (particularly the smaller trees) may be dug with 
a tree spade and relocated on the property. Tree species differ in their ability to 
adapt to environmental change (Table 1). Recognize that it may be impossible to 
preserve every tree.

Table 1:  Adaptability to environmental change.                                    

          Degree of Adaptability
High                                          Moderate                         Low

American elm             Aspen  Bolleana white poplar  
Common hackberry         Black walnut  Black locust
Cottonwood (spp)            Boxelder  Colorado blue spruce
Ginkgo            Bur oak  English oak
Green ash                Linden  Lombardy poplar
Honeylocust                   Norway maple Northern red oak
London planetree Pine (spp)  Norway spruce
Siberian elm             White oak  
Silver maple         
White ash  
Willow (spp)                            

Quick Facts...

Soil compaction and grade 
changes adversely affect tree 
root health, and can lead to 
branch dieback and tree death 
 
Prior to starting construction 
activities, evaluate existing trees 
in the area to see if preservation 
is worthwhile and feasible.  
 
Involve all parties associated 
with the construction project 
when determining which trees to 
preserve. 
 
Establish specific guidelines to 
prevent tree injury during the 
construction project.  
 
Minimize injury to existing trees 
with properly placed and properly 
sized barricades. 

by C. Dennis and W.R. Jacobi 1

lmikulak
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 To avoid short- and long-term problems, early in the planning process 
consult all parties involved in the project, including the property owner, 
contractor, architect, engineer, and arborist.
 Once trees are selected for preservation, prepare a preservation plan that 
contains specific tree preservation methods. Set contractor guidelines for tree 
protection within contracts. Such guidelines include: prominently mark protected 
areas; erect barricades around designated trees; avoid vehicular traffic or 
parking in restricted areas; and prohibit material storage, grading, and dumping 
of chemicals and other materials in restricted areas.  To ensure compliance, 
contractors should have tree preservation bonds to cover potential noncompliance 
fines. Noncompliance fines are based on trees species, tree value, replacement 
costs if required, and the amount and type of damage done. Tree preservation 
bonds create an additional incentive for compliance. All parties should be aware 
of and agree to the consequences for noncompliance. 
 Before construction begins, conduct an on-site meeting with all parties, 
with special emphasis on educating the project contractor. Provide a handout that 
outlines the preservation plans to everyone working on the project.

The Importance of Protecting a Tree’s Root System
 Tree root systems contain large, woody roots, and small, short-lived 
absorbing roots. Large, woody roots are perennial and grow horizontally and 
are mostly in the top 6 to 24 inches of the soil (Figure 1). Their main functions 
include anchorage, water and mineral transport, and nutrient and water storage.
 Smaller absorbing roots, averaging 1/16 inch in diameter, constitute the 
majority of the root system’s surface area. These roots grow outward and upward 
from the large roots, near the soil surface where minerals, water and oxygen are 
abundant. Their major function is to absorb water and minerals.
 The root zone extends horizontally from the tree for a distance at least 
equal to the tree’s height. Preserve at least 50 percent of the root system to 
maintain a healthy tree. During summer construction, trees require adequate 
water, enough to saturate the soil, every one to two weeks.

Preventing Injury to Existing Trees 
 Preventing damage is less costly than correcting it.  Post highly-visible 
barricades and signs around the trees and areas to be protected (Figures 2 and 3). 
The optimal size of barricaded areas varies by tree species, size, and construction 
project. For recently planted trees (one to four years), the area under the branches 
(dripline) should be adequate. For minimal protection of trees older than four 
years, barricades should extend beyond the dripline; for each inch of diameter of 
the tree’s trunk, add extend the protection area an additional foot.  For additional 
protection, a layer of wood chips (4 to 6 inches deep) can be placed around each 
tree prior to placement of the barricades. Examine trees and barricades at least 
once a week during construction.

Figure 2: Highly visible tree protection 
barriers. 

Figure 1: Roots lie in the upper 24 
inches of soil and are easily damaged.

Figure 3 (below): Ideally, the protection 
barriers should extend beyond the 
dripline. Reprinted with permission from 
Tree City USA Bulletin No. 7, National 
Arbor Day Foundation. 
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Avoid Direct Injury to Existing Trees 
 There are four general forms of direct tree injury caused by mechanized 
equipment: bark removal, branch breakage, surface grading and trenching injury 
(Figures 4 and 5). 
 Bark removal or “skinning” of the trunk can be caused by any type of 
equipment. This can easily kill the tree, because it cannot survive without bark. 
Breakage of lower branches may make the tree unsightly or remove too many 
leaves, causing stress. Surface grading removes surface vegetation and topsoil 
that contains many absorbing roots. Also, injury often occurs to the tree base.  
Trenching for utilities can also cause substantial root damage and should be 
done far away from existing trees. In new developments, this can be done easily. 
Where the trench must pass under or near a tree, avoid substantial injury by using 
a power auger to bore a tunnel under the roots. If trenching is unavoidable, place 
the trench as far from the trunk as possible (minimum 8 feet), cutting as few 
roots as possible. Cleanly prune cut roots and refill trenches as soon as possible 
to prevent excessive moisture loss. Wounds make the tree highly susceptible to 
root pathogens and decay fungi. Decline and death can result if more than 40 
percent of the stem or roots are damaged or killed. Stressed trees are also more 
susceptible to insects such as bark beetles and borers.

Avoid Soil Compation Problems
 After a tree is established, any activity that changes the soil condition 
is extremely detrimental to its health. Construction traffic compacts soil most 
severely near the surface, the area where the majority of tree roots lie (Figure 
6). Soil compaction decreases soil permeability and interferes with essential 
gas exchange processes as well as surface and subsurface drainage.  When root 
growth is restricted by compacted soils, less nutrients and water are available for 
plant growth. These factors limit root growth, reduce tree vigor and can cause 
tree death. Decline and dieback may gradually appear over a period of years. 
 It is much easier to avoid soil compaction than to correct it. Keep 
construction traffic and material storage away from tree root areas. Apply a 4 to 
6 inch layer of wood chips around all protected trees to help reduce compaction 
from vehicles that inadvertently cross the barricades.

Avoid Soil Fills
  When excessive amounts of soil are added around a tree base, the 
additional soil interferes with normal air and moisture circulation to the roots 
(Figure 7). Soil fills subject roots to improper gas exchange and can lead to 
carbon dioxide or toxic gas buildup. Minor fills (less than 3 inches) will not harm 
most trees. The topsoil should be high in organic matter and have good drainage 
properties -- it should not be clay. Major changes in grading require an air supply 
to the roots. This can be accomplished with a drywell. 
 Early symptoms of decline from excessive fill are small leaf size and 
premature fall coloration. Dieback of twigs and progressive dying of larger stems 
in the upper crown also occurs. This dieback may not be noticed for several 
years, depending on tree species and initial tree health.

Avoid Soil Cuts
 Lowering the grade usually is less complicated than fills, but can 
be equally harmful. Where the grade has been changed near a tree, the most 
common damage is the complete severing of major roots in that area (Figure 8). 
This can cause decline, death or decreased stability to high winds.  To protect the 
tree, terrace the grade (Figure 9) or build a retaining wall between the tree and the 
lower grade. Walls should encompass an area extending at least to the drip line.

Figure 4: Surface grading severs many 
roots.

Figure 5: Trenching near trees can 
severely damage root systems.

Figure 7: Within two years of adding 12 
inches of soil, this tree died.

Figure 6:  Construction vehicles can 
damage the existing soil structure by 
compressing soil particles.
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Colorado State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Colorado counties cooperating. 
CSU Extension programs are available to all without discrimination. No endorsement of products 
mentioned is intended nor is criticism implied of products not mentioned. 

1C. Dennis, Colorado State Forest Service; 
and W.R. Jacobi, professor, bioagricultural 
sciences and pest management.

Pruning Injured Trees
 Trees with injured roots may show branch dieback quickly or within 
a few months after the initial injury. Prune dying branches to reduce insect 
and disease damage to the rest of the tree. Also prune to reduce any hazardous 
conditions on preserved trees. It is better to wait until the tree exhibits branch 
die back to see how much to prune, rather than to arbitrarily remove parts of the 
crown because you assume the root system was damaged. Wildfire regulations 
may require pruning to a height of 10 feet all trees around your home and 
outbuildings.

Additional Information

Fact Sheets
• 2.926, Healthy Roots and Healthy Trees
• 6.302, Creating Wildfire-Defensible Zones
• 7.419, Large Deciduous Trees

Planttalk ColoradoTM

• 1709, Hiring a tree care company
• 1721, Why prune shade trees?
• 1724, Pruning shade trees
• 1730, When to prune trees

Websites
• Colorado State University Extension county office, www.ext.colostate.

edu/cedirectory/allcounties2.cfm
• Colorado State Forest Service, csfs.colostate.edu/index.htm
• American Society of Consulting Arborists, www.asca-consultants.

org/index.html
• Rocky Mountain Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture, 

www.isarmc.org/pro/index.htm

Figure 9: Terracing can substantially limit root injury. Reprinted with permission 
from Tree City USA Bulletin No. 7, National Arbor Day Foundation.

Figure 8: Lowering the grade severs 
roots and kills trees.
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APPENDIX B - RECOMMENDED PLANT LIST
City of Wheat Ridge
Recommended Shrubs

Botanical Name Common Name Highest Water 
Use

Medium Water 
Use

Lowest Water 
Use

Acer ginnala Amur Maple
Acer ginnala 'Bailey Compact' Bailey Compact Amur Maple
Acer ginnala 'Compactum' Compact Amur Maple
Acer ginnala 'Emerald Elf' Emerald Elf Amur Maple
Acer ginnala 'Flame' Flame Amur Maple
Acer tataricum Tatariam Maple
Amorpha canescens Leadplant
Amelanchier sp. Serviceberry
Amelanchier alnifolia Saskatoon Serviceberry
Amelanchier alnifolia 'Regent' Regent Serviceberry
Amelanchieralniflia 'Autumn Brilliance' Autumn Brilliance Serviceberry
Amelanchier canadensis Shadblow Serviceberry
Aronia sp. Chokeberry
Artemisia sp. Sage
Artemisia cana Silver Sagebush
Artemisia tridentata Tall Western Sagebush
Artiplex canescens Four-wing Saltbrush
Buddleia davidii Butterfly Bush
Caryopteris x clandonensis Blue Mist Spirea
Ceanothus fendleri Mountain-Lilac
Ceratoides lanata Winterfat
Cercocarpus sp. Mountain Mahogany
Cercocarpus brevifolius Little-flowered Mountain Mahogany
Cercocarpus intricatus Littleleaf Mountain Mahogany
Cercocarpus ledifolius Curl-leaf Mountain Mahogany
Cercocarpus montanus Common Mountain Mahogany
Chamaebatiaria millefolium Fernbush
Chrysothamnus sp. Rabbitbrush
Cowania neomexicana Cliffrose
Cytisus sp. Broom
Cytisus scoparius 'Moonlight' Moonlight Broom
Cytisus purgans 'Spanish Gold' Spanish Gold Broom
Daphne sp. Daphne
Euonymus sp. Euonymus
Fallugia paradoxa Apache Plume
Forestiera neomexicana New Mexican Privet
Hippophae rhamnoides Sea Buckthorn
Holodiscuc dumosus Rock Spirea
Juniperus sp. Juniper
Kolkwitzia amabilis Beautybush
Ligustrum sp. Privet
Ligustrum obtusifolium var. regalianum Regal Privet
Ligustrum vulgare 'Cheyenne' Cheyenne Privet
Ligustrum vulgare 'Densiflorium' Upright Privet
Ligustrum valgare 'Lodense' Lodense Privet
Lonicera sp.* Honeysuckle
Lonicera 'Honeyrose' Honeyrose Honeysuckle
Lonicera korolkowii var. floribunda 'Blue 
Velvet'

Blue Velvet Honeysuckle

Lonicera syringantha var. wolfii Lilac-flowering dwarf Honeysuckle
Lonicera tatarica 'Arnold Red' Arnold Red Honeysuckle
Lonicera xylosteoides 'Clavey's Dwarf' Clavey's Dwarf Honeysuckle
Lonicera xylosteoides 'Miniglobe' Miniglobe Honeysuckle
Mahonia repens Creeping Grape Holly
Perovskia artiplicifolia Russian-Sage
Philadelphus sp. Mockorange
Philadelphus lewisii Lewis Mockorange
Philadelphus microphyllus Littleleaf Mockorange
Physocarpus sp. Ninebark
Physocarpus monogynus Mountain Ninebark
Physocarpus opulifolius & cultivars Ninebark
Pinus mugo Mugo pine
Potentilla sp. Potentilla
Prunus sp. Cherries/Plums/Chokecherries
Prunus besseyi Western Sand Cherry

Garden Centers of Colorado Rating
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Botanical Name Common Name Highest Water 
Use

Medium Water 
Use

Lowest Water 
Use

Garden Centers of Colorado Rating

Prunus fruiticosa Ground Cherry
Prunus tomentosa Nanking Cherry
Prunus virginiana Native Chokecherry
Quercus gambelii Gambel Oak
Rhus sp. Sumac
Rhus aromatica Fragrant Sumac
Rhus aromatica 'Gro-low' Gro-Low Sumac
Rhus glabra Smooth Sumac
Rhus glabra var. cismontana Rocky Mountain Sumac
Rhus trilobata Threeleaf Sumac
Rhus typhina Staghorn Sumac
Rhus typhina 'Lacinata' Cutleaf Sumac
Ribes sp. Gooseberry/Currant
Ribes alpinum Alpine Currant
Ribes alpinum 'Green Mound' Green Mound Currant
Ribes aureum Golden Currant
Ribes cereum Wax Currant
Ribes 'Red Lake' Red Lake Currant
Ribes 'Pixwell' Pixwell Currant
Shepherdia sp. Buffaloberry
Spiraea sp. Spirea
Symphoricarpus sp. Snowberry
Symphoricarpus albus White Snowberry
Symphoricarpus chenaultii 'Hancock' Hancock Coralberry
Symphoricarpus doorenbosii 'Magic Berry' Magic Berry Coralberry

Symphoricarpus doorenbosii 'White Hedge' White Hedge Snowberry

Symphoricarpus occidentalis Western Snowberry
Symphoricarpus oreophilus Mountain Snowberry
Syringa sp. Lilac
Syringa hyancinthiflora (all cultivars) Early Lilac
Syringa prestoniae (all cultivars) Late Lilac
Syringa vulgaris (all cultivars) Common & French Lilac
Viburnum sp. Viburnum
Viburnum latana Wayfaringtree
Viburnum 'Mohican' Mohican Viburnum
Viburnum lentago Nannyberry
Viburnum rhytidophylloides 'Alleghany' Alleghany Leatherleaf Viburnum
* Note: ligustrum species contain thorns
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City of Wheat Ridge
Recommended Grasses and Groundcovers

Ornamental Grasses

Botanical Name Common Name Highest Water 
Use

Medium Water 
Use

Lowest Water 
Use

Agropyron cristatum Crested Wheat Grass
Andropogon gerardii Big Bluestem
Bouteloua curtipendula Sideoats Gramma Grass
Bouteloua gracilis Blue Gramma Grass
Buchloe dactyloides Buffalograss
Calamagrostis acutiflora Feather Reed Grass
Chasmanthium latifolium Northern Sea Oats
Deschampsia caespitosa Hairgrass Hairgrass
Erianthus (Sacharrum) ravennae Hardy Plume Grass
Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue
Festuca ovina glauca Blue Fescue
Helictotrichon sempervirens Blue Oat Grass
Imperata cylindrica 'Red Baron' Japanese Blood Grass
Miscanthus sinensis Maiden Hair Grass
Oryzopsis hymenoides Indian Ricegrass
Panicum virgatum Switch Grass Switch Grass
Pascopyrum smithii Western Wheatgrass Western Wheatgrass
Pennisetum alopecuroides Fountain Grass
Pennisetum setaceum 'Rubrum' Purple Fountain Grass
Phalaris arundinacea 'Picta' Ribbon Grass
Little Bluestem Little Bluestem
Sorghastrum nutans Indian Grass
Spartina pectinata Prairie Cordgass
Sporobolus heterolepsis Prairie Dropseed
Stipa Sp. Feather/Needle Grass Feather/Needle Grass

Groundcovers
Botanical Name Common Name
Antennaria rosea Pink Pussytoes
Cerastium tomentosum Snow-in-Summer
Delosperma sp. Hardy Ice Plant
Euonymus fortunei varieties Wintercreeper
Lysimachia nummularia Moneywort
Polygonum affine Himalayan Fleeceflower
Polygonum 'Border Jewell' Himalayan Border Jewell
Santolina chamaecyparissus Lavendar Cotton
Sedum spectabile Showy Stonecrop
Sempervirens sp. Hens and Chicks
Thymus pseudolanuginosus Wooly Thyme
Veronica pectinata Blue Blue Wooly Speedwell
Vinca minor 'Bowles' Periwinkle
Zinnia grandiflora Paper Flower

Garden Centers of Colorado Rating
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