
 

 
  

 
 

 
Adjusted - Adjusted, as used in the department and division summaries within the budget document, 
represents the budget including any mid-year adjustments.  Mid-year adjustments, increasing a 
department’s budget, are approved by City Council via the adoption of a supplemental budget 
appropriation. Other mid-year adjustments within a department’s budget may be made via budget 
revisions, moving funds from one or more accounts within a division or department to another account 
within that division or department. The adjusted budget figures in this document include any adjustments 
made through July 31 of the previous budget year. 
 
Admission/Amusement Tax - An excise tax of four percent, effective January 1, 1986, levied on each 
person who pays to gain admission or access to a performance of a motion picture or to the use of lanes 
and pin setters for bowling balls in a bowling alley located in Wheat Ridge. Effective January 1, 1989, 
the City added miniature golf to the classification and required an admission tax to be levied. 
 
Adopted - Adopted, as used in the department and division summaries within the budget document, 
represents the budget as approved by the City Council. 
 
Assigned Fund Balance – amounts a government intends to use for a specific purpose; intent can be 
expressed by the governing body or by an official or body to which the governing body delegates the 
authority. 
 
Budget - The City’s operational and functional plan balancing expenditures for a fiscal year with the 
expected income or revenue for the fiscal year. 
 
Budget Message - A summary and general discussion of the proposed budget, accompanying the budget 
document. The budget message is presented in writing by the City Manager. 
 
Business License Fees - Effective December, 1986, the City imposed an annual business license fee for all 
vendors doing business within the City limits of Wheat Ridge. A $5 first-time application fee is charged 
for new businesses and an annual renewal fee of $20 (effective January 1, 2004) is charged January 1 of 
each year and collected with the January sales tax return form. 
 
Capital Investment Program (CIP) - A comprehensive program which projects the financing and 
construction of major durable and fixed assets, such as streets, buildings, parks, water and sewer lines. 
 
Capital Outlay - Those items such as equipment, machinery, vehicles, or furniture included in the 
operating budget and necessary for the delivery of services. 
 
Committed Fund Balance – amounts constrained to specific purposes by a government itself, using its 
highest level of decision-making authority; to be reported as Committed, amounts cannot be used for 
any other purpose unless the government takes the same highest-level action to remove or change the 
constraint. 
 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) - CDBG funds are received annually from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. The funds are restricted to community development 
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projects that benefit low and moderate income residents in the City and help eliminate blight conditions. 
 
Department - A department is a component of the overall City organization. Often including multiple 
divisions, it is headed by a director and has an established specific and unique set of goals and 
objectives to provide services to the citizen and organization (e.g. Administrative Services, Police, Public 
Works, Community Development, Parks & Recreation, etc.). 
 
Encumbrances (encumbered) - An encumbrance reserves funds within a budget account for a specified 
dollar amount for unperformed contracts for goods or services. They cease to be encumbrances when 
paid, canceled, or when the actual liability is created. 
 
Elevator Inspection Fees - Businesses located in Wheat Ridge that have operational elevators must 
have them inspected twice per year for safety. The City charges $180.00 for each annual elevator 
inspection. 
 
Enhanced Sales Tax Incentive Program (ESTIP)- An economic development program to encourage the 
establishment and/or substantial expansion of retail sales tax generating businesses within the City 
through the share back of sales tax revenues above a negotiated base amount. 
 
Estimated - As used throughout the budget document, this term represents an anticipated year end 
expenditure or revenue. 
 
Expenditures - The use of financial resources for the operations of the City. Each expenditure results in a 
decrease in net financial resources. They include such items as employee salaries, operation supplies, and 
capital outlays. 
 
Full Time Equivalent (FTE) - A personnel position financed for the equivalent of 40 hours per week for 
52 weeks. For example, a 0.5 FTE could work 20 hours per week for 52 weeks or 40 hours per week for 
26 weeks. 
 
Fund - Each individual fund is a separate accounting entity having its own assets, liabilities, revenues and 
expenditures. City financial resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based on 
legal or administrative restrictions or requirements. 
 
Fund Balance - The net difference between expenditures and revenues at the end of the fiscal year. 
 
GASB - Government Accounting Standards Board. 
 
General Fund - The fund used to account for all financial resources not specifically earmarked for other 
purposes. The General Fund is the primary operating fund for the City of Wheat Ridge. 
 
Grants - Contributions or gifts of cash or other assets from another government, or a private or non- 
profit entity. Grants are generally to be used or expended for a specific purpose, activity, or facility. 
 
Interest Income - Interest Income is the amount of revenue earned on investments and cash deposits. 
The guidelines for generating this source of revenue are found in the investment policies of the City. The 
revenue is used to fund City programs. 
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Intergovernmental Revenue - Revenues levied by one government but shared on a predetermined basis 
with another government or class of governments (grants, loans, vehicle/highway tax, etc.). 
 
Jefferson County Road and Bridge Tax - Each county in the state maintains a county road and bridge fund 
for road and bridge construction, maintenance, and administration, funded by a mill levy property tax.  
Each municipality located in any county is entitled to receive the revenue accruing to said funds, for 
the purpose of construction and maintenance of roads and streets located within the City’s boundaries. 
Legally, this is the only use for these funds. 
 
License Revenue - A fee for conducting business within the City of Wheat Ridge. This fee is typically 
levied on beer or liquor, construction, and a variety of other regulated businesses. 
 
Liquor Hearing Fees - The City charges $500 per each new liquor license location. 
 
Liquor Occupational Tax - An occupation tax levied on all operators licensed to sell various classifications 
of liquor within the City limits. Operators are billed annually based on a schedule and classification set 
by municipal code. 
 
Lodger’s Tax - An excise tax, effective January 1, 1986, levied on the price paid or charged for the lease, 
rental, or furnishing of rooms or other public accommodations in any hotel, apartment hotel, guest 
house, guest ranch, mobile home, auto camp, trailer court or park, or any other place furnishing rooms or 
other accommodations. In 1998, voters approved an increase of Lodger’s Tax to 10%. The tax levied and 
collected is at the rate of 10% of the purchase price paid, and is in lieu of the City’s sales tax. The 
Lodger’s Tax is divided between the General, CIP, and Crime Prevention Funds. 
 
MAPO - Multiple Assembly of Procurement Officials.  Cooperative organization with other municipal, 
county, special district and school districts for the sole purpose of obtaining the highest level of value for 
taxpayers by collectively issuing solicitations for goods and services commonly required by local 
government agencies. 
 
Materials and Supplies - Includes administrative costs such as office supplies, operating supplies, 
photocopy and printing expenses, postage, oil and gas, etc. 
 
Motor Vehicle Registration Fees - State law requires payment of an annual registration fee for all  
vehicles. The amount of the fee is based on the class and use of the vehicle. Fees collected by the County 
are allocated among the County and cities within the county on the basis of the number of vehicles 
registered in each city and the unincorporated area of the county. The revenue received by a county, 
city or town from the registration fees must be spent on the construction or maintenance of roads and 
bridges. 
 
Municipal Court Fines - All fines are set by the court for each violator, within legally set limits. Traffic 
tickets, summons, jury trials, and forfeitures are received by the Finance Division from the Municipal 
Court as city revenue. 
 
Non-spendable Fund Balance – amounts that are not in a spendable form (such as inventory) or are  
required to be maintained intact (such as the corpus of an endowment fund).  
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Operating Budget - The annual operating budget is the primary means by which most of the financing, 
acquisition, spending, and service delivery activities of a government are controlled. 
 
Other Services and Charges - Includes such items as dues, subscriptions, travel and training expenses, 
professional fees and utility charges. 
 
Park and Recreation Fees - The fees and charges assessed for recreation programs, activities and 
services reflect the direct costs of the program plus 30% to cover administrative costs. Direct costs include 
supplies, referees, staff time and other direct expenditures made by the City to operate a specific pro- 
gram. Administrative fees reflect the cost of items such as utilities, brochure publications, permanent 
staff time, janitorial work and building maintenance. Only a portion of these expenses are covered. 
 
Priority Based Budgeting - A resource alignment tool using a prioritization methodology that the City 
has adopted in order to measure the City’s financial health and wellness. 
 
Personnel Services - Compensation for direct labor of persons in the employment of the City; includes 
salaries, wages and benefits for full-time, part-time, and temporary work, including overtime and 
similar compensation. 
 
Property Tax - A tax levied by the City on the assessed valuation of all taxable property located within the 
City calculated using the mill levy. 
 
Restricted Fund Balance – amounts constrained to specific purposes by their providers (such as grantors, 
bondholders, and higher levels of government), through constitutional provisions, or by enabling 
legislation. 
 
State Highway Users’ Tax Fund (HUTF) - The Highway Users’ Tax Fund is comprised of several revenue 
sources. The first is the net revenues derived from imposition of any license or registration fee, from 
any “ton-mile” or “passenger-mile” tax, from penalty or judicial assessments, from certain miscellaneous 
collections, and from excise taxes on gasoline or other liquid motor fuel. The second source is the 
additional revenue raised by excise taxes on gasoline or other liquid motor fuel. The third source is an 
allocation from the State as a partial replacement for the revenue loss due to the repeal of the Noble Bill 
in 1987.  Funds received from the base HUTF revenues may be used for engineering, reconstruction, 
maintenance, repair, equipment, improvement and administration of streets and roads. Not more than 
5% of these funds may be used on administration. Revenues from the additional motor fuel taxes and the 
General Fund money may be used for new construction, safety improvements, maintenance and 
capacity improvements; none may be used for administrative purposes. 
 
Planning and Development Fee - The City requires that an application fee be paid for all rezoning 
requests and site plan reviews. These rezoning requests must then meet posting, publication and public 
hearing requirements established by the City. 
 
Police Records/Search Fees - These fees reimburse the City for costs related to the release of records 
information. 
 
RFP - Request for Proposal. 
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Sales Tax - All sales, transfers, or consumption of tangible personal property with the City shall be 
subject to sales and/or use tax, unless specifically exempted from taxation, at a rate of 3.0% (effective 
January 1, 2005). 
 
State Cigarette Tax - The State taxes wholesale distributors of cigarettes. State tax stamps are issued to 
the distributors as evidence of payment. Counties and cities receive a distribution from the State. The 
amount received is based upon the proportion of State sales tax collected in each municipality and 
unincorporated areas of the counties. 
 
Swimming Pool Fees - Admission and lesson fees charged for the use of the City Swimming pool. 
 
Telephone Occupation Tax - A tax levied on and against each telephone utility company operating 
within the City, a tax on the occupation and business of maintaining a telephone exchange and lines 
connected therewith in the City and of supplying local exchange telephone service to the inhabitants of 
the City. 
 
Transfer Payments - The transfer of money from one fund to another. 
 
Unassigned Fund Balance – amounts that are available for any purpose; these amounts are reported 
only in the General Fund. 
 
Urban Renewal Area - A designated area with boundaries established for the purpose of eliminating 
slum or blighted areas within the City. This designation makes the area eligible for various funding and 
allows for the clearing of such areas for development or redevelopment. 
 
Vehicle Ownership Tax - A tax paid by owners of motor vehicles, trailers, semitrailers and trailer 
coaches in lieu of any ad valorem taxes. The amount of the tax paid is a function of the class, age 
and value of the vehicle. Generally, the amount of the tax paid decreases with the age of the vehicle. 
Specific ownership taxes for Class A vehicles, which includes any motor vehicle, truck, tractor, trailer or 
semitrailer used to transport persons or property over public highways for compensation are paid to the 
State. The State distributes this revenue among counties based upon the proportion that state highway 
mileage in the county bears to the total state highway system. There are no restrictions on the use of 
this revenue.  All other classes of specific ownership are paid to the County. The Jefferson County 
Treasurer then distributes this revenue based upon the amount that the property tax collected by the 
County and each political and governmental subdivision bears in relation to all the property taxes 
collected in the County. 
 
Xcel Company Franchise Fee - A franchise payment is accepted by the City from Xcel Energy in lieu of all 
occupancy or occupation and license taxes, and all other special taxes, assessments or exercises on the 
right to do business. Revenues are derived from the imposition of a three percent fee on the gross 
revenue from the sale of gaseous fuel and electricity within the corporate limits of the City. 

307 2016 Proposed Budget




