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Municipal Court
About Municipal Court

Municipal Court

Wheat Ridge Municipal Court is a limited jurisdiction court.  The 
Court has jurisdiction over traffic violations and local ordinances 
that include theft, damage to property, harassment, code vio-
lations, animal violation and domestic violence matters.  Most 
criminal matters carry up to a $1,000 fine and up to one (1) year 
in jail.  Court is in session Monday, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  
The Court Clerk’s Office is open full-time, Monday through Fri-
day, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Court acts as a check and balance on 
the legislative and executive branches of government.
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Municipal Court

Municipal Court
Overview

Adjudicate misdemeanors, traffic, juvenile, domestic violence, nui-•	
sance, code, animal control, sales tax cases.  
Conduct 150 Court sessions annually. •	
Process domestic violence violations on a fast-track basis.•	
Monitor compliance with probation/general sentencing conditions. •	
Collect fines, costs, outstanding judgments, defaults, direct services.  •	
Collect/process escrow funds for restitution, jury demands, & bonds.•	
Appoint attorneys for indigent defendants in criminal cases. •	
Manage approximately 7,500 files annually.•	
Process prisoners by video arraignment or in Court as applicable.•	
Monitor in-home detention program. •	
Issue bench warrants for non-compliance.•	

2007 Achievements
Improved processes within Court computer system for efficiency.•	
Improved efficiency of work stations, work areas and work space. •	
Implemented pilot program addressing juveniles in Contempt of •	
Court with Jefferson County Juvenile Assessment Center.   
Improved management of court files.    •	
Obtained POST Certification for Court Marshals.  •	
Worked with Community Services Unit and Finance to implement •	
Administrative Model Process and conduct weekly appeal hearings.
Implemented upgraded video arraignment system for processing of •	
jailed defendants without transporting them to Court. 
Issued bench warrants for defendants who fail to pay their fines. •	
Created forms for sentencing in code and animal cases to provide •	
certainty and accountability.
Developed appropriate sentencing protocol for DV repeat offenders. •	

2008 Objectives
Increase accountability for Court appearances utilizing Court Mar-•	
shals in enforcement of active warrants. 
Review resources for collection of outstanding fines and fees. •	
Increase focus on code, zoning, and building code violations. •	
Reduce number of prisoner transports by use of video arraignments.   •	
Reconfigure and add one additional day per month to docket.•	
Consider alternatives to traditional sentences. •	
Develop emergency evacuation plan.•	
Research interpretation options for non-English speaking parties. •	
Implement scanning of closed files.•	

DID YOU KNOW

Municipal Court held 
3,100 arraignments, 
130 pre-trial confer-
ences, 160 trials by 
court, 20 jury trials 
and 1,100 hearings 
within a year.
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Municipal Court
Staffing and Financial Summary

2005                  
Authorized

2006                   
Authorized

2007                   
Authorized

2008                    
Adopted

Municipal Judge Contracted Contracted Contracted Contracted

Court Administrator 1 1 1 1

Deputy Court Clerk II 2.75 2.75 2.875 2.875

Deputy Court Clerk I 3 4 4 4

Probation	Officer 1 1 1 1

Sr. Staff Assistant 1 0 0 0

Court Marshal 0 1 1 1

TOTAL 8.75 9.75 9.875 9.875

2006             
Actual

2007                     
Adjusted

2007                   
Estimated

2008                    
Adopted

Personnel Services $552,471 $633,656 $631,306 $673,674

Materials & Supplies $6,440 $13,763 $12,800 $14,175

Other Services & Charges $11,745 $25,945 $24,345 $34,145

Capital Outlay $0 $0 $0 $0

TOTAL $570,656 $673,364 $668,451 $721,994

Municipal Court
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Total 2008 Budget by Object
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