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City of Wheat Ridge Awards Grants to Small Businesses
Business Stabilization Program Grants Totaling $250,000
WHEAT RIDGE, Colo. April 24, 2020 – The City of Wheat Ridge City Council today announced the recipients
of grants made possible through the Wheat Ridge Small Business Stabilization Program. A total of $250,000
was made available to small businesses in Wheat Ridge who have been significantly impacted due to the
COVID-19 emergency. The city received 140 applications and awarded 99 grants ranging from $500 - $5,000.
“We are thrilled to provide this level of support to our small businesses as they manage the impacts of the
pandemic on our community,” stated Patrick Goff, Wheat Ridge city manager. “With the leadership of our
Mayor and City Council working together with our staff, we are doing everything we can to help our small
business owners weather this emergency. We have created a Sales Tax Deferment program, Localworks has
an interest free loan program, and City staff and the Wheat Ridge Business Association have created two
websites; Biz-Ridge.com and Eat-Ridge.com as well as a business toolkit.” More information for businesses is
also available on the City website designated for Business Continuity and Support.
“Wheat Ridge is a resilient community, and while these grants offer relief to some of our businesses, as a
community we will continue to offer our support to them in as many ways as we can,” stated Wheat Ridge City
Council member Zach Urban. “We are proud of this type of collaboration on behalf of our businesses and will
continue to look for opportunities as we manage through this crisis.”
Some of the criteria for the new Wheat Ridge Business Stabilization Program included for-profit independently
owned companies physically located in the City of Wheat Ridge, in operation as of Jan. 1, 2020, and in good
standing with the City as of Feb. 1, 2020; businesses with fewer than 25 full-time employees; and those who
are experiencing a verifiable hardship directly due to COVID-19. The grant funds are intended to be used for
operational needs, lease or mortgage payments, payroll, and/or supplies and services. The applications were
reviewed by a Task Force including City Councilmember Zach Urban, City Treasurer Chris Miller, and
representatives from the Wheat Ridge Chamber of Commerce, the Wheat Ridge Business Association, the
Wheat Ridge Business District, and Wheat Ridge Localworks.
(more)
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The City of Wheat Ridge, located west of Denver with a population of 31,000 residents, is home to a mix of
retail/commercial businesses and unique residential neighborhoods. Wheat Ridge is a vibrant community in a
prime location, providing easy access to the Denver metro area and to recreation west into the mountains. The
City was recently ranked Top Smallest City by the Economic Development Council of Colorado. Info about
Wheat Ridge ci.wheatridge.co.us
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